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Zu unserer Folienbeilage

Friederike Klippel
Where is the mouse?

The use of prepositions is one of those areas of
grammar that need constant revision and practice.
This issue’s transparency concentrates on some of

stunden Englisch, weitere vier im Wahlpflichtbereich
(Physik, Chemie, Biologie, Sozialpddagogik etc.) mit
schriftlichen Klassenarbeiten. Im fremdsprachlichen
Neigungskurs, in dem die Schiiler zu ansprechenden
Ergebnissen gelangen, hat der Schiiler vier Wochen-
stunden Englisch, erginzt um vier Stunden Franzo-
sisch bzw. Niederldndisch oder Tiirkisch.

2t MAURICE, K./ VANIKIETI, K./ KEYURAVONG, S.:
Putting up a reading board and cutting down the
borecﬁom. In: FORUM, Vol.26, No.2, April 1989,
S.29ff.

22 Weitere Anregungen finden sich bei BORNER,
O.: Umgewdbnung. Die kleinen Schritte und die
grofien Perspektiven. In: EDELHOFF, CH./LIEBAU,
E.: Uber die Grenze. Praktisches Lernen im fremd-
sprachlichen Unterricht. Weinheim und Basel: Beltz
1988, S. 15 ff.; FriED-BooTH, D.L.: Project Work.
Oxford: Oxford University Press 1986.

the most frequent and useful prepositions, i.e.
across, against, along, around, at, behind, between,
by, down, in, into, near, on, onto, out of, over,
through, to, under, up. The prepositions are demon-
strated by the tracks a mouse and a cat have made all
over the garden shown in the transparency’.

If you would like to use the transparency to teach
these prepositions, you should prepare an overlay
transparency (see the reduced picture below) which
has the prepositions written in the appropriate




places. For revision the transparency may be used as
it is. Your pupils may not be familiar with the names
for a few of the things shown in the transparency:
garden shed, wheelbarrow, garden fork, spade,
bench, pond, compost heap, pipes, bin. You could
write these words on the objects in the transparency
with a water soluble pen and rub them out when they
are no longer needed.

You can do several activities with this transpar-
ency to practise prepositions with learners from the
second year of English upwards.

Activity 1

Divide the class into two teams, or several small
groups. The pupils in the first team or half the groups
describe the path the mouse has taken through the
garden, the others the path of the cat. They could use
the simple past, e. g. The mouse came out of the hole
at the foot of the apple tree and ran to the compost
heap. Then it...

The “mouse” team or groups have to agree on the
starting point of the mouse’s walk through the gar-
den, which can be either at the foot of the apple tree
near the wall or in the shed. This activity may be
turned into a good listening exercise for the “cat”
team or groups, if the “mouse” team or groups leave
out the first and last sentences of their description
when they read it out. Then they can ask Where is
the mouse?

Activity 2

You can play a short and fast observation game by
asking questions like Who juniped down from the
roof? ot What is leaning against the wall of the shed?
The answers have to be given within a few seconds.
You may play this as a team competition or just as a
warming-up game for a couple of minutes. The
learners can, of course, ask each other in teams or
groups.

Activity 3
The transparency lends itself to a game of hide-and-
seek. One pupil imagines that she is hiding some-
where in that garden and tells the teacher where (in a
whisper). The others have to guess,

Are you in the pond? Are you sitting on the bench?
=tc.

Activity 4

A group of pupils draw another line of tracks
through the garden on an overlay transparency. They
tell the rest of the class where their animal (e.g. a

hedgehog, a frog, a bird) set out from and let the
others guess the path.

Apart from providing practice of prepositions this
transparency may be used for a revision of colours or
as the background for a dialogue, which can be acted
out by cardboard cutouts.

Anmerkung

' The idea of the animal tracks was taken from
WRIGHT, A.: Collins Picture Dictionary for Young
Learners. London: Collins, 1985, S. 64. 1.



