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WHAT THE WORLD COULD LEARN FROM HOMEOPATHY
Dr. Josef M. Schmidt

Homeopathy is an art of healing that addresses human beings in their entirety and who-
leness. More precisely, patients are treated not merely (1.) as material mechanisms func-
tioning according to causal laws, but also (2.) as creatures that are existentially related to,
and connected with, a wide range of different qualities and (3.) as organisms animated by a
vital force capable of reacting to specific stimuli, in order to overcome the threat they may
impose, thus ultimately healing themselves.

By contrast, modern medicine, modern sciences, modern civilization and culture - from
everyday conversation and consciousness, reflected e.g. in popular media, to economic,
ecological or geopolitical considerations of transatlantic think tanks - have, in terms of pa-
radigmatic presuppositions, almost no other basis than what may be called 16gos-thinking.
Last year, at the LMHI congress in Istanbul, I developed three new categories in order to
facilitate a comprehension of the three powerful traditions of thinking that constitute
homeopathy, all of which derive from presocratic times in Ancient Greece: 16gos-thinking,
hémoion-thinking and idsthai-thinking.

This year, in Bogotd, I am ready to point out the consequences and chances of this new way
of dealing not only with homeopathy, but with the world at large. It might become clear
that homeopathy, encompassing all three dimensions and thus harbouring an invaluable
treasure in its methodology, may have the potential to function as a beacon or as a mirror
for the prevailing reductionist attitude of modern civilisation, including science, technology
and politics, to show decision makers as well as public opinion makers what, since the days
of Hahnemann, has been unnoticedly lost: the dimensions of thinking in terms of similarity
and healing.

Since, in a world packed with weapons and conflicts, this obliviousness might end in di-

saster, arevival of the forgotten dimensions constituting homeopathy may prove to be of
urgent need for humankind.
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