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Akkadian Royal Letters in Later
Mesopotamian Tradition

Author: Mary Frazer

Akkadian Royal Letters in Later Mespotamian Tradition reconsiders the
question of the authenticity of the letters attributed to earlier royal
correspondents that were studied in Assyrian and Babylonian scribal
centres ca. 700—100 BCE. By scrutinizing the letters’ contents, language,

possible transmission histories ca. 1400-100 BCE and the epistemic
limitations of authenticity criticism, the book grounds scepticism about
the letters’ authenticity in previously undiscussed features of the texts. It
also provides a new foundation for research into the related questions of
when and why these beguiling texts were composed in the first place.
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Biographical Note

Mary Frazer, Ph.D. (2015), is Akademische Ritin at the Department of
Ancient History at LMU Munich. Her research focuses on the cultural
and political history of ancient Assyria and Babylonia ca. 700-100 BCE.

Readership

This book is primarily aimed at philologists and historians of the Ancient
Near East (Assyriologists), above all specialists of the period ca.1400—
100 BCE. It may also be relevant to a wider audience of historians of
Hellenistic cultural history.
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