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Fig. 16: The anonymous Cantino-map
(1502, Biblioteca Estense, Modenal:
Detail of the West-Coast of Africa.

the Lusitanic-Germanic type according to Harrisse,* eclipses biblical drawings. In
fact the Portuguese expeditions are glorified, which you can see on the decoration
with Portuguese flags on the map.*

The anonymous cartographer does not mention himself because in those times a
map of the new acquisition of land in the era of the struggle between Spain and Por-
tugal was top secret. On the verso of the map, which is drawn in six pages of vellum
on canvas, there exists a notation which gives hints at the genesis of this map: Car-
ta da nauigar per le Isole nouam tr[ovate] in le parte de I'India: dono Alberto CAN-
TINO al S. Duca HERCOLE (This map of the sea of the recently conquered islands in
the region of India was a present for the duke of Ferrara, Ercole d’Este, from Alber-
to Cantino). But the map in no way was a present; by order of the duke it was cop-
ied by his diplomatic agent Cantino after the so-called ‘Padron Real” in Lisbon.*
Then it was smuggled to Genoa and brought to the duke.

47 EpwarD LUTHER STEVENSON, Martin Waldseemiiller and the early Lusitano-Germa-
nic Cartography of the New World, in: Bulletin of the American Geographical Society
XXXVI (1904), No. 4, pp. 193-215, here p. 200.

48 Excellent reproductions of the Cantino-map can be found in: ARMANDO CORTESAO,
AveLiNO Terxiera DA MoTA, Monumenta. Comemoragdes do 5 centenirio da morte
do Infante d’Henrique. Portugaliae Monumenta Cartographica, 6 volumes, Lisbon and
Coimbra 1960, vol. 1, figure 4 and 5; ErRNEsTO MiLANO, La Carta de Cantino, Modena
1991; PieTrO FRABETTI, Saggio di una illustrazione del planisfero portoghese detto ‘del
Cantino’, in: Carla Clivia Marzoli, Giacomo Corna Pellegrini, Gaetano Ferro (eds.), Ima-
go et mensura mundi. Atti del IX Congresso Internazionale di Storia della Cartografia, 3
volumes, vol. 1, Rom 1985, pp. 81-88.

49 We know that a lot of Italian artists lived in Portugal who earned their living by painting
miniatures and copying maps. It can be supposed that Cantino provided the map due to
such contacts.
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Fig. 17: The anonymous Cantino-map (1502, Biblioteca Estense, Modena):
Detail of the Indian Ocean.

The coloured manuscript map remained in family property until 1592. After
the despoilment of the dukedom it was brought to Modena. But in 1859 the pal-
ace was occupied and the map was stolen. Several years later it was retrieved from
the librarian of the ‘Biblioteca Estense’, Signor Boni, who bought the map for his
library, where it is preserved until today.

Its distinctive colouring is the first thing you notice when taking a look at the
map: the continents are in green, the islands in blue-red colours. The prevailing
nomenclature is in Portuguese; only geographical names are in Latin. In the New
World South America is pictured and animated with woods and parrots.’® But also

50 FerNANDO LOURENGO FERNANDES, O planisfério de Cantino e o Brasil. Uma introdugio
a cartologia politica dos descobrimentos e o Atlintico Sul, Lisboa 2003; GEOrRGE EMRA
NunnN, Geographical Conceptions of Columbus. A critical consideration of four Problems,



188 HorsT

the African continent shows alterations with Portuguese fortifications on the west
coast, birds, naked native people and a big leonine figure near Sierra Leone.!

For the first time Africa is shown in its characteristic form,’? though the Indian
Ocean is mapped wrongly. At the East coast you can find the cities of ‘Soffala’,
‘Mozambique’, ‘Kilwa’ and ‘Melinde’, which also are mentioned in the travelogue
of Balthasar Sprenger. The island of Madagascar and India—now recognized as
subcontinent with the specific place of ‘Calecut’—is mapped more precisely than
on the La Cosa Map, which may be attributed to the expeditions of Vasco da
Gama and Cabral.

Therefore Sri Lanka is no longer shown in the Ptolemaic tradition, although
the island of “Taprobane’ (Sumatra) is ordered wrongly. Nevertheless you can see
a progress in the history of cartography of South Asia.> It is the eldest preserved
Portuguese world map, which combines the new discoveries in the West and the
East together.

4.3 The King-Hamy-world map (about 1502)

In this context also a map of the Huntington Library in California is important.
The hand drawn map on vellum was made in the Italian-Portuguese environment.
It was named after its former possessors, the investigator of the Arctic, Richard
King (1811-1876) and the ethnographer Jules Théodore Ernest Hamy (1842-
1908), who bought the map in 1885. In 1912 it came into the library of James
William Ellsworth, whose inheritance was sold to Henry E. Huntington in 1923.

This world map is an interesting document because besides the Portuguese
discoveries in Brazil, it also shows the Ptolemaic conception of Asia. Consequently
this map, which represents the Island of Madagascar too far in the east and the
coastline of India very sketchily, steps backwards.** Unlike the other maps it mar-
ginally shows figures and vignettes, but on the African continent it depicts the
origins of the Nile.%

New York 1924, pp. 91-141.—There is also the first mapping of Yukatan cf. EDZEr Rou-
KEMA, A Discovery of Yucatan prior to 1503, in: Imago Mundi 13 (1956), pp. 30-38.

51 G. PieRSANTELLL, La pittura della “Charta del navicare” del Cantino, in: Bolletino del
Civico Instituto Colombiano 2 (1953), pp. 38-50.

52 A. TeixeiRA DA MoTA, Africa in the Anonymous Portuguese “Cantino” Planisphere, in:
Cornelis Koeman (ed.), Land- und Seekarten im Mittelalter und der frithen Neuzeit, Miin-
chen 1980, pp. 123-136, here p. 124.

53 M. LazAR, Asien, in: Johannes Déorflinger et al. (eds.), Lexikon fiir die Geschichte der
Kartographie, vol. I, pp. 28-32, here p. 29.

54 Cf. ANaNDA ABEYDEERA, The Geographical Perceptions of India and Ceylon in the Periplus
Maris Erythraei and in Ptolemey’s Geography, in: Terrae Incognitae 30 (1998), pp. 1-24.

55 ].T. MassoN, Geographical knowledge and maps of Southern Africa before 1500 A.D., in:
Terrae Incognitae 18 (1986), pp. 1-20.
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Fig. 18: South Africa on the King-Hamy-world map
(about 1502, Huntington Library, Californial.

4.4 The world map of Canerio (ca. 1505)

If we advance in the history of cartography to the time of the journey of Balthasar
Sprenger, we have to take as the most important example the world map of the
famous cartographer of Genoa, Nicolo Caveri (also: Caneri),’ who calls himself
in the left corner of his map: Opus Nicolay de Caveri Januensis. It is supposable
that he also worked for the Portuguese crown because there are many legends in
that language.

The undated planisphere was newly-discovered in the 19th century in Paris,
where it had been since 1669.57 Today it is located in the National Library of
France in Paris. The map shows the actual-state of the world in 1505 with artis-
tic skills. In terms of nomenclature there are resemblances to the Cantino map,
though more places are named referring to the map of Salvat de Pilestrina (dated

56 EpwarD LUuTHER STEVENSON, Marine world chart of Nicolo de Caneri Januensis of 1502
(circa). A critical study with faksimile, issued under the joint auspices of the American
Geographical Society and The Hispanic Society of America, New York 1908.

57 GaBRIEL MARCEL, Reproductions des cartes et des globes relatifs a la découverte de XVIe
au XVII siécle, Paris 1893, pp. 15-20.
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around 1506).® The planisphere breaks with the Ptolemaic tradition and is the
earliest map of the sea with longitudes.*® In the heart of the African continent you
can find a circle around a central figure, which shows the system of the world in
its conventional character with seven spheres. Africa is animated with a lion, a
giraffe and an elephant. Moreover, the map alludes to the legendary abundance of
India. The map acts as the prototype for the famous map of Martin Waldseemiiller
in 1507, where the name America first is mentioned and whose 500t birthday we
celebrate in 2007.%°

4.5 The globe map in a pamphlet of 1505

The Upper German trading houses recruited their crew members for the Indian
activity in a publicity campaign in 1505. As means of promotion a double sided
pamphlet with the title ‘Den rechten weg auff zu faren von Lif§bona gen Kallakuth
von meyl zu meyl. Auch wie der Kunig von Portugal yetz newlich vill Galeen vnd
naben wider zu ersuchen vnd bezwingen newe landt vnd Insellen, durch kallakuth
in Indien zu faren...’! (The right way to take from Lisbon to Kallakuth from mile
to mile...) was used. The woodcarving shows a globe which outlines the trading
centers of Nuremberg (N) and Kalikut (K), the end of the trade journey. Interes-
tingly the illustrator sets East wrongly at the top of his map.

The general interest in the new discoveries in India at that time was tremen-
dous. Already one year after this globe map, the so-called ‘Gesta proxime per
Portugalenses in India, Ethiopia et aliis orientalibus locis” was printed in Rome by
virtue of Portuguese reports.*?

58 National Library of France Paris, Rés. Ge. B. 1120 (Kunstmann No. III). Cf. the synoptical
comparison of the maps of Pilestrina, Cantino, Canerio and the Carta Marina of Martin
Waldseemiiller from 1516 at STEvENsON, Marine world chart (note 56), pp. 920-115.

59 SteveNsoON, Marine world chart (note 56), p. 9.

60 This famous map was again copied by Heinrich Loriti (Glareanus) in 1510 which can
be seen in two hand drawings in the print of the ‘Cosmographia’ of Waldseemiiller and
which is now preserved at the University Library of Munich. The author intends to write
more about his research of the periphery of Waldseemiiller in future work.

61 University Library of Munich, W 4°H.aux. 1270:7, printed in: BOROWKA-CLAUSBERG,
Balthasar Sprenger (note 25), pp. 192-196. RicHARD L. BETZ, The Mapping of Africa. A
Cartobibliography of Printed Maps of the African Continent to 1700 (Utrechts Studies
in the History of Cartography 7), Utrecht 2007, p. 54 has noted two different variants of
this map: One example at the Bell Library of the University of Minnesota (Minneapolis
Bell, 1505 Re; cf. ALvin E. PROTTENGEIER, From Lisbon to Calicut. A publication from
the James Ford Bell collection in the University of Minnesota Library, Minneapolis 1956
(reviewed by Francis M. ROGERS, in: Speculum 32/3 [1957], pp. 603-607) shows clouds
in the upper left and right corner of the map. Another print of the map at the Library of
Congress is covered without clouds.

62 Cf. in general Gita DHARAMPAL, Frithe deutsche Indienberichte, in: Zeitschrift der Deut-
schen Morgenlindischen Gesellschaft 134 (1984), pp. 23-67; GitaA DHARAMPAL-FRICK,
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Fig. 20: Globe map in the German pamphlet
‘Den rechten weg auf zu faren von Libona
gen Kallakuth von meyl zu meyl’.
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Fig. 21: Title page of the ‘Itinerarium
Portugallensium’ [Milan, 1508).
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4.6 The ‘Itinerarium Portugallensium’ of 1508

The incunable ‘Itinerariu[m] Portugalle[n]siu[m] e[t] Lusitania in India[m] [et]
inde in occidentem [et] demum ad aquilonem’ is a Latin translation of Antonio
Fracanzano da Montalboddo’s famous compilation ‘Paesi novamente retrovati et
novo mondo da Alberico Vesputio florentino intitulato’ (Vicenza, 1507) with a
special focus on Portugal.

It was translated by the Milanese monk Archangelo Madrignano and printed
in Milan, Italy, by Johannes Angelus Scinzenzeler in 1508.* The work is a mile-
stone in the history of discoveries because it is the first Latin edition of the first-
ever printed collection of a variety of voyages, among them the explorations of
Vasco da Gama (1498) and Cabral (1500) of Africa and India.

A large woodcut map of Africa, southern Europe and western Asia is taking up
most of the title page (22,5 cm x 16,5 cm oriented to the west). The map is known
in two states and only appears in the Latin edition of 1508.%* Africa is mapped
too wide longitudinally. Two ships and the placenames on the map are based upon
Portuguese discoveries: ‘C. Biancho’ (Cape Blanco) and ‘C. Verde’ (Cape Verde)
on the west coast; ‘Monte Negro’ with a padrio cross along the southwest coast
and “C. Sp(er)a(n)za’ (the Cape of Good Hope) in the south. The African-Arab
port of ‘Meli(n)do’ (Malindi) on the east coast of Africa is also mentioned such
as the City of Calicut in India. This shows that it was the voyages from Lisbon to
Calicut that mattered at that time, not the voyages to the new world.

4.7 The globe of Lukas Rem on a triptych of Quentin Massys (1519)

A triptych from 1519 by the Dutch painter Quentin Massys (1466-1533), pre-
served in the ‘Alte Pinakothek® of Munich, Germany, also gives hints about the
early journeys to India.®’ The winged altar on his two side wings shows the Saints
Rochus and Sebastian, who allude to the black death both at Lisbon in 1503-
1508 and at Antwerp in 1519. In the middle you can find the Holy Trinity and

Indien im Spiegel deutscher Quellen der Frithen Neuzeit (1500-1750). Studien zu einer
interkulturellen Konstellation, Tiibingen 1994.

63 Cf. the copy in the University Library of Munich, Department of manuscripts, Signature:
W °2 Itin. 14a.

64 Berz, The Mapping of Africa (note 61), pp. 78—80: The first state labels the Red Sea ‘Sinus
Persicus’, the second state ‘Sinus Arabicus’.

65 BAYERISCHE STAATSGEMALDESAMMLUNGEN (ed.), Alte Pinakothek Miinchen. Erliute-
rungen zu den ausgestellten Gemiilden, Miinchen 1986, pp. 310-312; Karr G. Boon,
Quinten Massys, Amsterdam 1942, pp. 32 and 35; ANDREE DE BOsQUE, Quentin Metsys,
Briissel 1975, pp. 186-189; LARRY SiLVER, The paintings of Quinten Massys, Montclair
1984, p. 210 and plate 37.
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Fig. 22: Triptych of Quentin Massys, showing the globe for Lukas Rem
(1519, Alte Pinakothek, Munich).

a crescent madonna in subtle coolness. Mounted underneath are the armorial
bearings of Lukas Rem and his wife Anna Ehem from Augsburg which show the
benefactors of the triptych.

On the left hand side you can find the right part of an iconographic globe,
which depicts the Indian Ocean and the coasts of Africa in geographical distor-
tion—exactly the area for which Rem, as agent of the trading house of the Welser,
had to prepare the Indian enterprise. This is also demonstrated by a cross, which
stands with its foot in India, showing that the benefactor had helped to put it up
there.

The globe is accurately graduated with equator and tropics and bears a resem-
blance to the globes of the famous astronomer Johannes Schoner (1477-1547)
from Nuremberg. It is considered possible that a real globe, which was probably
in the possession of Lukas Rem, acted as a model to the Dutch painter.%6

66 HuserT FREIHERR VON WELSER, Der Globus des Lukas Rem, in: Mitteilungen des Vereins
fiir Geschichte der Stadt Niirnberg 48 (1958), pp. 96114, here p. 106.
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Fig. 23: Globe map in Apian’s script “Isagoge in Typum Cosmographicum”, Landshut 1521.

4.8 The world illustration in a cosmographical work of Peter Apian (1521)

A similar description can be found in the treatise ‘Isagoge in Typum Cosmographi-
cum’ by the Bavarian cartographer and astronomer Peter Apian in 1521.57 There
the city of Nuremberg is unmentioned, but you can distinguish the city of Venice
(“Venetie’), the country of ‘Portugal’ as the leading kingdom in the time of explo-
ration and the Indian trading city ‘Callicut’.

If we look at these globe-maps it is important to consider that at the same
time the “Mundus Novus” (America) was discovered, which can be seen in the
portolan charts and world maps at the turning point between the middle ages
and the early modern times. So far these maps had been mostly interpreted only

67 Cf. the copy of the Austrian Academy of Science in Vienna, Woldan-collection, front page
of the print in Landshut of 1521.
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in relation to the discovery of America (West-India),*® rarely in relation to Africa
or East-India. But it is worth wile looking closer at these famous cartographical
products which mark a change in the history of cartography.

Conclusion

After the discovery of America and of the direct sea route to India, three ships,
financed by a South German trade company, accompanied the expedition of the
Portuguese Admiral Francisco de Almeida (ca.1450-1510) to East-India. They
imported pepper to Portugal and made great profits. The Bavarian Balthasar
Sprenger was one of the travellers to India in 1505/1506, and after his return he
wrote a so far little-known book about his travels, printed in 1509. This book is
the first travelogue about Africa and India in German language.

We have seen that the travelogue of Balthasar Sprenger is an excellent source
for the Portuguese discoveries of 1505/06 to East-India, which have received little
attention until now. Besides, the contemporary cartographic documents show a
figurative concept of the newly discovered lands in the East. Travelogues and the
history of cartography can thus serve as excellent sources for the history of dis-
coveries.

Zusammenfassung

Nach der Entdeckung Amerikas und des direkten Seeweges nach Indien schlos-
sen sich mehrere siidddeutsche Handelshduser unter der Vermittlung des deutschen
Buchdruckers in Portugal, Valentim Fernandez, und des Augsburger Humanisten
Konrad Peutinger zu einem Handelskonsortium zusammen. Insgesamt waren drei
deutsche Schiffe an der unter der Flotte des portugiesischen Admirals Francisco de
Almeida (ca. 1450-1510) geleiteten Expedition von 1505/1506 nach Indien betei-
ligt, um dort Pfeffer und andere &stliche Spezereien einzuhandeln. Vor allem das
Handelshaus der Welser konnte damit hohe Gewinne erzielen, wihrend der Glanz
der italienischen Hafenstidte Genua und Venedig, dem Geburtsort des modernen
Kapitalismus und des Kolonialismus, langsam zu verblassen begann.

Uber >die Merfart vnd erfarung niiwer Schiffung vnd Wege zu viln onerkanten
Inseln vnd Kiinigreichen« gen Indien sind wir bestens durch den 1509 gedruckten
Bericht des Allgduers Balthasar Sprenger unterrichtet. Es handelt sich dabei um

68 Carros Sanz, The Discovery of America — The Three Maps which Determined it, Pro-
moted Knowlegde of its Form and Fixed its Name, in: Terrae Incognitae 6 (1974), pp. 77—
84.
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die erste Reisebeschreibung iiber Afrika und Indien in deutscher Sprache. Auf elf
Seiten wird ausfiihrlich in erzihlendem Stil mit relativ natiirlicher, ungekiinstelter
Sprache iiber die Hin- und Riickreise berichtet, wihrend in einem nur drei Seiten
umfassenden, zweiten Abschnitt von beschreibendem Duktus hochst interessante
ethnographische Einzelheiten beschrieben werden.

Wesentliches Merkmal des Textes, der eine »menmonische Kunst par excel-
lence« darstellt, ist ein neues Verstindnis der Reiseberichterstattung, die nicht
mehr antike-phantastische Monsterdarstellungen zum Thema hat, sondern vor-
wiegend vom Handel bestimmt wird.

Somit ist ein Wandel im Weltbild am Ubergang des spiten Mittelalters zur
frithen Neuzeit erkennbar, der sich zugleich anhand von neuen, geographischen
Kenntnissen zeigt, die sich vor allem in den zeitgendssischen kartographischen
Werken des beginnenden 16. Jahrhunderts niedergeschlagen haben; so beispiels-
weise auf der Karte des Juan de la Cosa (1500), auf der Cantino-Karte (1502),
auf der King-Hamy-Karte (um 1502) sowie auf der Karte des Canerio (um 1505).
Daneben wurde die enge Beziehung zwischen illustrierten Reiseberichten und der
Kartographiegeschichte erortert.
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