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Varnarhavarnastotra
— Jens-Uwe Hartmann—

[ No complete manuscript of the Varnarhavama (VAV) is preserved. It is
known from a large number of rather fragmentary manuscripts which were found
about a hundred years ago along the Silk Road in Central Asia. When D. R.
Shackleton Bailey edited the text for the first time in 1950,! he recovered 58% of
the original Sanskrit text from the manuscripts and reconstructed another 28%
from the Tibetan translation. Based on more Central Asian manuscripts Prof.
Hartmann could recover 82% of the original text in his own edition published in
1987.2 The new additions proved most of Shackleton Bailey's tentative
retranslations from Tibetan to be wrong, and therefore Prof. Hartmann took a
more conservative approach and reconstructed the Sanskrit text only in those
cases where the wording appeared practically sure. Since 1987, roughly 140 new
Sanskrit fragments became known, most of them preserved in the various
European collections of manuscripts from Central Asia and a few found in the
nineties of the last century in Afghanistan. They help to retrieve 86% of the
original text; including the secure reconstructions slightly over 90% of Matrceta’s
hymn is now available in its original wording.

A text-critical edition of all the fragments involves various forms of
brackets and other symbols in order to precisely reproduce the state of
preservation. It is impossible, however, to transfer all those signs into the
Devanagari script. Therefore, the following Devanagari text dispenses with most
of the brackets and retains them only in such cases where the reconstruction is
not immediately obvious. Gaps considered impossible to be restored with any
certainty are kept and filled with the appropriate metrical symbols. If a reader
wants to get an accurate impression of the underlying text-critical edition, he or
she is invited to consult the digitalized and searchable version of the
Varmnarhavarna published at https://www2.hf.uio.no/polyglotta/index.php?page=
volume&vid=166. This database also includes the Tibetan translation on which
the reconstructions are based. ]

|. “The Varnarhavarnastotra of Matrceta,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and
African Studies 13 (1950), 671-701,810,947-1003.
2. Das Vamarhavarnastotra des Matrceta, Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 1987.
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