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Arr. V.—The Statutes of Magdalen College, now first trans-
lated and published by G.R.M. Ward, Esq. M. A, Barrister at
Law, late Fellow of Trinity College, and Deputy High-Steward
of the University. Oxford : printed and published for the Au-
thor, by Henry Alden. London: Jackson and Walford. 1840.

It is a convenient thing that men should couple with their actions
a profession of the principles upon which they conceive them-
selves to act, because by so doing they establish a sort of sum-
mary jurisdiction—immediate and without appeal—to which their
conduct may be referred, and thus much preliminary discussion
may be avoided. Not indeed that the whole question is then
settled by a decision in favour of the accused, because his court
of principles may, from its falsehood, be without authority to any
beyond himself; but if it condemu him, being of his own choice,
he must surely be silent.

Now, if we mistake not, Mr, Ward has in the case of this pub-
lication erected such a tribunal as we speak of, and he must not
therefore think us arbitrary in bringing him before it, He has,
we conceive, through the medinm of his motto,* and of his short
preface, either directly or impliedly, laid down the following rules
—rules, be it said, which we are as ready to admit as he is.

1st (for we will choose our own order in stating his principles),
Mr. Ward holds, that it makes some difference in men’s duties
whether the matters in question be within their ¢ charge,” and
whether they be concerned with them as ““interested parties” or not.

2nd. That “ the excellent purposes of the munificent founders
of our establishments” are objects, the accomplishment of which
should as much as possible be aimed at.

3rd. That, in speaking of other men’s actions and concerns,
none but a full and accurate, even though it be a rude and tire-
some statement, should be given.

Here then we have a triumvirate of Mr. Ward’s own choosing:
Jet us hear their judgments in succession. And first, as to Mr.
Ward’s  charge” in this business. He has published one, and
proposes to publish all the collegiate codes, and this whether the
colleges themselves wish it or not. In other words, he intends to
set these Institutions in order as far as can be done by these means.
He intends pro tanto to exercise visitorial power over them,

Now we learn from his title-page that he has various characters.
Under which of them does he derive his commission? Is it as a

# ¢« Whoso shall tell a tale after a man,
He moste reberse as neighe as ever he can
Fverich word, if it be in his charge,

All speke he never so rudely, and so large.”
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, Prologue, 733,
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time, many of which were then of great antiquity, it is impossible

not to be satisfied that he was as fully aware of the difficulties

which he had to deal with as any one can be at this day. Indeed

the thought of them seems almost to have decided him against

trusting ¥ his alms beyond his own administration, but at length

he says, ¢“after most devaut invocation of the Divine aid as to

what should be done, we inflexibly fasten the inward eyes of our

soul on the relieving of poor scholars, being clerks, and sojourn-

ing in the schools; for we entertain a sure -hope that men of

letters, and who are imbued with a variety of knowledge, and

who keep God before their eyes, and have a clearer ken than

others of His will in the observance of rules, ordinances, and

statutes, will more strictly observe our rules, ordinances, and sta-

tutes to them delivered,” Here then was a distinct expression of
confidence in the learning and piety of that class whom he de-
signed to assist, and whom both 1n this and in many other pas-
sages, he refers for their rule of conduct and the sanction of their
obligations to the all-pervading will of God. In accordance with
this feeling he gave very considerable domestic powers to his col-
lege, and made it in some sort a check upon the visitor himself,
and in order that none of the ¢ individual consciences of interested
parties” might be able to pretend ignorance of their duties, he
desired that the whole statutest should be read to the fellows and
scholars once in each year, Fe did not, however, in the least
design any greater publicity for them, for we find that he desired
both the original Book of Statutes,} and all copies and exemplifi-
cations of them, to be safely kept in the chapel tower, and “strictly
inhibited the president and all and each of the fellows and scholars
from being over ready and hasty in displaying™ these and their
other evidences,

The same care is shown in respect of external jurisdiction.
By the laws of that day the college was of common right sub-
ject in respect of parochial duties (sacraments, burial, and the
like), to the parish in which it stood. It was moreover liable as
an ecclesiastical foundation (whatever modern lawyers may say) to
the ordinary visitorial power of the Bishop of the diocese. But
from both these the founder was at pains§ to exempt it, and
though, with such authority as he then acted under, there was
hardly any imaginable form of superintendence within or without
the university which he might not hz}ve created, he _deliberately
preferred that of his own successors in the see of Winchester, to
whom or to whose ecclesiastical representatives he chose to as-
sign, with but one exception, a final and unappellate jurisdiction.

t TLid. 54.

# Statutes, p. 160.
§ Chandler, p. 143,

1 Tbid. p. 139,
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Lect us ask then what ordinary reader, when he is told that these
statutes are translated ¢ from the MS. in the Bodleian Library”—
that they are  the first in a series of all the collegiate codes;”’—
when they are spoken of as ¢ the unchangeable ordinances them-
selves,” by reference to which ¢ public opinion no less than the
individual consciences of interested parties,” are * to canvass the
question, how far any aberrations of practice are justified or un-
allowable :”—what reader, we say, when he has this volume so
brought before him by a person learned in the law, and holding a
sudicial office in the university, can doubt that, by perusing it, he
will be fully qualified, if a constituent of “ public opinion,” to
condemn the whole Society of Magdalen College—if an  inter-
ested party,” with an “individual conscience,” to condemn himself,
for all and every thing which may be amiss in the affairs of this
foundation? And yet after all, what does Mr. Ward’s translation
do for us? Is it certain that it even exhausts the original pro-
visions of the founder? Still more, does it show what is the fixed
and authorized sense of the various statutes? Lastly, does it
point out the changes, which, though Mr., Ward calls them “ un-

changeable,” these ordinances have beyond all doubt undergone ?

Now it appears that the foundation of Magdalen College, like
that of many others, was not perfected at once; that it existed
first as a Hall,* then ten'} years later asa College, and as a College

for twenty-one] years without written laws ; that it then gradually

received statutes, at§ intervals, and relating to detached matters;

that|| the founder after this *“ delivered to the society bis statutesin

a body, still subject to his revisal, additions and alteratious.”

That he sometimes dispensed [ with, and sometimes expounded

these statutes in a particular sense; that there is at least oue sta-

tute which** was omitted (it is thought by forgetfulness) from the

general body; that several decrees were afterwards added by the
founder; and that, when he was dying, - “ in various matters,
which for some reason or other were postponed, he declared his
mind and pleasure to the president of the college, to be fulfilled
by the society after his decease.”

All these points are ascertainable from Chandler’s Life of the
founder, which must have been within Mr. Ward’s reach all the
time that he was busied upon his translation in the Bodleian Li-
brary. But even without this labour of research, we think that
Mr. Ward might have found internal evidence in these very sta-
tutes themselves, which might have made him doubt their per-
fectness. Of this we have collected the proofs, and they lie ready

$ Ib. p. 144

* Chandler, p. 49. + Ib. p. 94
Lo, q Ib.p.164.

§ Tb. pp. 146,152, 155, 156, | Ib. pp.162-3.
*¥ Ib. p. 206. tt Ib. p. 217,
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common law, it was otherwise under the canons, and we have in
fact seen a visitor’s injunctions, 1t which he threatens his college
with ecclesiastical disabilities as the consequence of violating

their oaths.
‘And besides this, it is plain, that anxious as the founder was to
cut off all those occasions of laxity which the abuse of the dis-
ensing and interpretative powers had afforded in other foun-
dations, he by no means intended to set up this arbitrary tribunal
of *individual conscience” against all other authority. Nothing
can be more clear than his dread of ¥ « subtle contrivance” and
« fraud,” of “ sinister- interpretation foreign to the scope of his
intention,” and of  far-fetched colour,”}; which might ¢ infringe”
or ¢ take away, or change the tenor of” any of his statutes; but
at the same time he did not intend that each man should be (as it
has of late been said) « his own Pope,” but evidently contemplated
that in any case of doubt or§ discordant opinion as to the sense
of a statute, the point should be first debated within the college;
and then, if no ¢ plain and sound meaning” could be thus had,
¢ the final judgment, interpretation, and declaration” of the Bishop
of Winchester was to be  obeyed and effectually complied with”
under the duty of the college oath.|| And then, again, though
the Bishop of Winchester is tied to « the plain sense” and  com~
mon understanding,” and though his exposition must be ¢ gram=
matical and literal,” yet it must be “in the highest degree, and
with the greatest aptitude, answerable to the case or doubt
started 3’ ¢ and therefore not absolute and invariable, but relative
to the immediate difficulty. And, lastly, in the said Bishop of
Winchester for the time being the founder “ reposed sincere con-
fidence,” and has left to his conscience (and not to Mr. Ward’s, or
to ours, or to those of parties interested”) the final resolution
of all doubts. Now that in the course of near 400 years, amidst
all those * changes of times and manners,” which have been

incessantly at work, and in continual contact with these 1nsti-
doubts almost 10~

tutions ; that in this long period of revolution
numerable must have occurred, must have been d.ebated,. and
must by the competent authority have been.decldegi, is so evident,
that we are almost ashamed to call attention to 1t. ¢ Nihil est
tam clarum quod non valeat aliqud dubitatione obfuscari,” say
the civilians, and we think that the common law might have
taught Mr. Ward as much but in troth he admits 1t himself
when he speaks of aberrations of practice being justified or un-
allowable,” only he thinks that this was never found out before,
and he is anxious to be admitted to a power from which the

* Statutes, p. 160 Tb. p. 161 ¢ Tb. 162
tatutes, p. 160 1 Ibp 3 To. p. 163

§ Ib. p. 162, || Tb p. 163
B
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dation should bow before it. But then again since none can
doubt that private men may establish obligations amongst them-
selves which shall prevail in conscience until superseded by higher
duties,so it appears reasonable that the oath against dispensations,
being in its origin lawful, and by no subsequent legislation ren-
dered illicit, should prevail, as a conscientious restraint, in all
cases where the interference of the supreme power should bhe
merely permissive, If then by any legitimate authority any
changes, not permissive only, but compulsory, have been made in
these statutes, every obligation as well of conscience as of law,
which applied to them in their original state, will sanction obedi-
ence to them as thus changed.*®

We think therefore that it behoved Mr. Ward, before he called
these ordinances “ unchangeable,” to have inquired whether some
higher authority than public opinion, or private conscience, whe-
ther some more pressing occasion than changes merely of * times
and manners” may not have disturbed their provisions, and thus
far varied both their legal and moral force. And this he was
more especially bound to do with the utmost diligence in such a
publication as the present; since, as already noticed, it is avowedly
designed in great part for persons unacquainted with Latin, and
therefore little likely to possess that knowledge, the want of which
has of late, more than once, led educated men—nay, wise and
politic statesmen,—to speak in a manner little short of ludicrous
about these institutions. .

Fully to supply Mr, Ward’s omission we hold to be im-

" possible for any one who has not access to the Magdalen

College records; and therefore we do not reproach him for the
omission itself, but for embarking in an undertaking where its
occurrence was inevitable, and yet where the evilsresulting from it
were so plainly to be foreseen. Some idea, however, may be form-
ed of the extent of this defect, when we tell our readers that there 1s
an act of parliament of Edward VL, by force of which, the whole
of Thomas Ingledewe’s composition (which occupies six pages of
Mr. Ward’s translation, pp. 149—155) may have been, and pro-
bably was, altogether or materially changed. T hat by the varlous
acts of uniformity, and by the canons, rubrics, and injunctions
connected with, or subsequent to, the Reformation, some other
twelve or fourteen pages of the statutes became subject to the
same process. That Magdalen College, like the rest of the
University, underwent four successive visitations from Henry

% Tn regard to the form of the oath, that is a small matter, if the true sense of it be
understood, Ve know an instance in which, immediately after some changes such as
we speak of, a reference (o them was introtuced into the oath, Ithas since disappeared
ugain from the form, but surely it is in substm}fe thcre still,

' B %



12 The Statutes of Magdalen College, Oxford.

VIIIL., Edward V1., Mary, and Elizabeth, res
though we (who are not of the college) do n
all that was enjoined upon it in particular, we can and do know
that changes, not onlyin matters directly religious, but in¥* well-
nigh every thing relating to these institutions, were upon these
occasions designed, and in many cases effected, by an authority
then accounted supreme,

We must be pardoned therefore for rejecting Mr, Ward’s title

of “ unchangeable,” and for finding further reasons in what has
last been said, for not hastily judging the Society of Magdalen
College. ~ And, were this a fit occasi

on, we might be disposed to
enter into other points which our translator has probably as little
thought of; such, for instance, as that of the legal authority for
increasing the amount of pecuniary allowances fixed by the
founder, and that of the effect upon the relative incomes of the
several members, and upon particular portions of the statutes
themselves, arising from the gl

fts of other benefactors, such as we
see both presently and prospec

tively provided for in this collection
of statutes (vide pp. 26, 1 14, 149), to which other matters perhaps
might be added. We should als

0 be glad to enlarge upon the
questions already mooted ; for those respecting the completeness
of ‘any given body of statutes—the interpretation of them, and
subsequent changes in them—apply so generally to Collegiate
foundations, and} in some cases,

and upon some points so much
Inore strongly than to Magdalen Colle

2 ge, that it is most desirable
that Mr. Ward, and thoge who, both in and out of Parliament,

are so ready “ to thrust their sickles into other men’s harvest,”
should be made aware with how little credit to themselves, and

with‘ how much injustice to others, this interference must of ne-
cessity be attended,

And, on the other hand, it is much
legiate bodies themselves should not th
or any latent selfishness,
lightly under their oaths,
less temper of their imme
out formal and acknowle
gations, that therefore t
certain, As we have be
are amongst the fragme

pectively; and that,
ot, and cannot know

to be wished that the col-
rough haste or indolence,
fall into the opposite error of sitting -
or of concluding because the care-
diate predecessors has left them with-
dged rules for ascertaining their obli-
he obligations are in themselves un-
fore hinted, most of these institutions
nts of a vast ecclesiastical system, the

* ¢ g. Chandler says, the “ year of grace,” was altered to six months.—p, 164,
note, Tor various arbitrary changes which were successfully resisted by Magdalen
College, see A. Woad, Annals, i, 101, ed, Gutch.

.t We could give Mr. Ward an instance in which there were two bodies of statutes
given in the founder’s life; another where three and some injunctions were so given,
Which of these will Mr, Ward constitute the ¢ Codes” in his serles ?
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ich ar same diffi-
other remaining portions of which are exposs,d :o thBeut me dik-
Ities, and have suffered by the same neglect. Dut from
Cu‘tles, .‘: leading principles have not been altogether discarded,
'Slﬁdtill?e;es, if dulybcalled into action, will, like tfl‘lihl:lfr)r?afg] o
ileart, gradually give vigour to every poxt‘lzs?t }:) e e .
still living, frame of our Church polity. Vith p idence there fore.
and some little labour of research, we alelcon B e e
learned bodies may redress the neglect of B }osie l\iue gte. B0
before them, and establish their domestic 1sico§)ars e
tendant obligations in a manner becoming sch
“F: to cut the knot
n. For though it would be more easy, :ki)lﬂ)sﬂe:s;ew O form for
than to untie it, and by legislation to esta o now platter o
these foundations after the model of so.ml:a D O o
demy, such is not the true principle eit et o it by
of our ot il constitution. T'o avoid small present d ulties by
e c'lf"]ile of great and ancient principles—to discar 1l the
e ae cdreamb and to find reality only within the comp o
e day a d the feelings and wants of one geqemtlon,—m‘tlgrs e
the dayylan acknowled:e no Fathers in the Faith, no anc(taljer 10
tl}ofie' ‘c,; 1Or conutry. l»Such, however, 1s not yet altogehom our
e T(l)le sloth and corruption of many of those tc:i wtvn m o
ancient i sti;:utions were for the time committed has da Sp 1 the
ancxen.t n of their fiiends, and has given their enemie i é:;‘orms
el (lgvetn overthrow them. But the progress of our reforms
E'ell1ﬁltgw]llt 0us more and more that it was to the m:lr:;tmt]hose L
o thin y he institutions— :
ings— ersons, not t . hat
}E?mt: lsllll%suldt(l))a:rl:aebgen app’lied; and thdat ltril :325:2%“ ;)sms ;n:;:‘lgi‘sr
1 i rere ado ] .
o thelgliretﬁittlﬁ;zs\}:l:z\t':l:}lds’l‘)vee l?:rlue:eforgl li?tle opportunity for
or so lax, '
e gl.Owlth Oflll): r;nsal‘::\lrleb)%zgs 'preserved inviolate amidst the liix;:s}:
Thatf“le w tirgnes cannot be made the subject of tloo ;xtorm
oot f? 1 tles? but their members must not think tha(t3 ;;1 lich o
thanklu 2(3:}51;‘1‘ assed away, or that, as long as the Oéxe e
i toa:h \gho are her children, can ever be In ;‘lep e i
- tfy’ forset—what all around calls upon t Eml distress
e ulme '](?;eml:er——their duty to that C_hm'ch.ncl{ t%e istress,
l'atlvﬁ iy l: :ill' of talents neglected or mlsappheb, fhe
e eavyla?Lh waits upon oaths broken and trust a :J_Ath -
accﬁuﬁfa\; )l:)‘; that this generation m}ght“ 322;15(? :i‘éhts’l’)have "
1 : ) hange ; for “ v h
S?Q'umy ggn;g:i:i 2:1?;;;3]&«,05 whaich no “'elgl;:egg eautlisoln1 lttyi’fni(:;
:a'c::t]itl;rpof association, has uponen:ﬁg:; ?0 lisevand e Dut B
igOl\l‘C} 117)1601\;?;:}“'&)%(2;3“svi:;;)zgzc;graere causas,”—there is another
us * pr
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account yet behind ;
er day g; pza!::l d; ? od when men see the Church (which in
day of honours delli)rvl(: ezted, 1 her day of wealth endowed, in her
her day of need. of ?l ted to honour these institutions,) deprived in
faithlessness Of’the' 1€ assistance, through the faint hearts or ,the
upon the resomn. nll‘ swfgrn defenders, they will be apt to ponder
tone of the Psalg : ;:e 10 these things, and to remember the grave
who, being hayne: :e 31' alt?g he refers to those “children of Ephgraim
in the day of batile o carrying bows, turned themselves back
ut we 3
colleges, llllrfrrf;;atyhm some degree we know, better things of th
the task of hager, | an one case, even within our own kng led y
est inquiry has been begun and vigorousl;) vc‘:/airi%‘j,

a matter of law and
s casuistic science in

rom them, we have little
ystems may be resumed

regard to the moral obligqt]
obligations resulti
fezu: but that ?he threaolb of these glt(liné;

feeling, by which they have hitherto
]

our institutions,) hound g \Fervaps moro than ey of

p the past with the present history of

> ] ped to m i 1 i
se of its continuoug and Catho]icae]gitsflt?r;czm]dsc el days, the

ur readers, howey il thi
objects in this art ?r’,Wﬂ! think that if w

d) n this article it is time we should ::;)i)rgi‘éfl ?l?g furthe:i
¢ m; an

€ pursues hig pre i i o
sent mten ishi
statemonts .as o colle . .tl(')n.ofpllbhshlnb 4 collection of mis~

o obligations, and wvi?h a hearty disclaimer

thli:t gcted, perhaps inadvertent]ypsgionna"y,%-f"—lfor an truth he has
a —1V 3 ) one o 3

eyl,m've‘ ‘Z I‘;V;g, :dc:)ress ourselves to the rem;ilgdf;;].s:f-bg StemSIOf

fa“"élt be fairly takean Z‘sleé:ifq‘jzve mistake not, that these usx;;?:tcta.s
en College, and nuce against the Soci :

DV as su 7 . ociet OfMa‘ d=

other hand, it seemg ch we have repudlqted them ;ybut, ong:ll;le

the foundat; ‘ -

on 1s It ot eue s a general outline of
1 t me o p

b.e, constituted ; and in this ligh b was,

(=

siderable interest,
of our readers,

nd here wer i
. Vere we writine i i
met(la]ent C:ent h tﬁe'\Vlll;lﬂg f1“1“1 the elghteenth instead of ill the
h e s ]h o suo,}’: c Plan of our article would pe P be thi
, eou. }d y methmg about the ¢ Clll“iOLlS pictu!‘gh(")lf fnanntexl':’;
t W_ Wish 1o be underst, m m
Us I his publications W5 iy cpeasing of Mr., W
) ) . d y
an of much candoey 1ng are assured by thoge whoall;nowe}:‘ie;) ?l’:a? eh:ioi % bef(;re
)y s a gentle-

pamphlet of his, wiay urable feeling, and manlinass i
s Which we hope and expecl'; he will oﬁxéngi}ﬁiﬁ‘ﬂ? lrl'lttspite °f 8 lnte
YIiien,

or was desioned ¢t

t they pres ject o ‘
o { present a subject of con-~
Be to which we wish to draw {he attentic?ﬂ
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which these statutes unfold; we should refer our readers to those
parts which illustrate the change in the value of money, and quote
the « Chronicon Preciosum,” in order probably to confute it. We
should then draw attention to the importance of stuch “ evidences”
and ¢ monuments” in tracing the origin of customs and the mean-
ing of words. After that we should soundly abuse the schoolmen
for dunces, and laugh at the “superstitions of those days,” The
founder we might call “ pious and munificent,” hinting all the
time that he was far beyond his age ; nay, we might go so far as
to assert that he was a Protestant, and perhaps succeed in prov-
ing him no Catholic. After this we should proceed to James
the Second and Dr. Hough, when we should speak at latge of
Popery, Despotism, and the Bill of Rights. And ther, having
bestowed no small praise upon the ¢ polite genius” and the
« rational religion” of our own times, we might conclude with a
hope that Magdalen College might long continue to promote
«yirtue and good breeding,” ¢ letters and civility,” in this great
and free nation.

And why is it that such a strain would but ill satisfy us now?
Is it that we are in ourselves wiser and better than our ancestors?
that we are more capable of deep thought and feeling than they?
Ts it not rather that they lived in times when men were tempted
to carelessness and fell, while we are forced to be watchful, whe-
ther we will or not? For the state of good and evil amongst them
may be likened to that of opposite forces during a long and un-
profitable truce: ours is as the breaking up of armies and the
hurrying to and fro of men preparing for the fight. And in the
field'we speak of there lie two hosts: on the one side are the
encampments of the Church, pitched after the model set by her
first captains ; on the other are the gorgeous armaments of the
world, and of those sects which hate the Chiurch more than they
fear the world. But between the lines there is a mixed multi-
tude; and in it, alas! are to be seen the sworn soldiers of the
cross, their weapoiis laid aside as cumbrous, or discarded as un-
pleasing to those with whom they have so long joined in pleasure
and interest that they can scarce think that they are enemies.
And during this hollow truce the world has quietly pressed on,
and the Church has step by step receded, till at length we are
come to this—that peace can no longer be feigned, and a sharp
deadly struggle must ensue. Nor are we without warning of
our danger: more than one blast has already sounded, and has
startled even those who least wished to hear it. But we have
been “eating and drinking, and marrying and giving in marriage”
with the world; and mow we rise up like men heated by the
winé-cup, and giddy with the dance, entangled by iuterests we
never should have pursued, softened by affections we never ought
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'::1 (lilav'e lgdulged, and_we know not our banners and our leaders,

and :\ svh (;)l;lbt o%r friends, and cannot yet strike our foes; and

those thos:vel ¢en amongst us, but not of us, openly forsake

sh; and 4 with‘;’hm are faint-hearted would still fain purchase a

ot e W e gold of the sanctuary, and try to ¢ make a co-
ant with death, and with hell pe at agreement,”’

o : il
Ao wonder then that they who remember what their cause im-

ul;ri;::use. And, hence, where our fathers were curioug auti-

geeds 2 g’i must be earnest inquirers for what may serve our

hoeds. . q)lr tmight go into the armoury of the Church to won-

O Smile at its stores: we must go thither to s I

strong defences and | Y of old; for

e 15 efences seen weapons, such as were used of old; for

e lght r}z:ppmgs of the day will not protect us, nor the tactics

which rvxe La:: leanint I?f ;]he world give us the victory over our

or. us look then into the purposes

. ok then int and the con-

struction of this ancient mstitution ; and, sgpposin for a mo-
ment that these statutes (with the e 1

xception of such chang

1 1anges a

ai:r ;s 3:5:%:35 tto ahmere stranger must have been made in tohemg
0 the obedience of the society to which they relate,

let us consider the; i
) helr practical ing i i i
va]':ﬁ]m or presont ngcessity. beaung m these times and their
e i i ‘
both intl(r:n;lsu:;l whlghgﬁaynﬂete lived were marked by great evils
tending prineos j?l ftate. The latter was distracted by con-
tions. e lle. ormer by schisms, heresies, and corrup-
commmnet ecclestastical disorders (with which we are more
oot ed € t?]n \yltl;‘the cvil), the most remarkable were those
areing fe valry of Councils and of Popes, and from the
irinel fzi‘t‘ge :n (}l)Ofxlver b}y1 thte ]attgr s—from the asse;'tion of reason
; X ‘om hasty and nregular, th
;;aredmfgs ha_gamst the.authority of thebChu;‘chiL.lfgr};nz,e?]l,ousa L
0]02 0 yp ‘l_losjop'hy with religion—from different s.ystem;3 af Thlx-
o oy V?an ing with each other—from great danger to so ]0 o
to ztll;])é)l :})l;;natlm}s and ﬁon-residence——-from lux;ry and il;oor‘::::%
I rgy—irom the deca i
classical lesrming y (at least in En.gland) of sound
without the study of divinity—from the irreg

dicant order Y :
thomn tﬁ:e(ii:‘jsa s‘zhroiovl‘;?e o;:ienly at war with the priesthood, denied
poverty.¥ ghts, and preached up a fantastical state of

* This description of
lege was ption of the 15th century, about the middle of whi
8 founded, may be supported from bollier, Mosheim,cAo. V;;;]c:ccih ;Pfggi?,];f; Col-
3 .
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It was in these ushappy times that- Waynflete, having at heart®
““ the exaltation of the Christian faith, the advancement of the
Church, and the increase of divine worship, and the liberal arts,
sciences, and faculties;” and “ trusting in the goodness of the
Sovereign Framer of the universe, who knows, guides, and
orders the wills of all who believe in Him,” sought, out of the
good things which it had pleased God to bestow on him in this
life, to lay up for himself a treasure 1n }he next. He was,itis
said, of “ worshipful descent,”-' but he did not account so highly
of it, but that when he was enrolled amongst the chivalry of the
Church, he followed that} ¢ right proveable” custom which in
those days took away from “a learned spiritual man” his father’s
surname, and gave him for it the name of the town in which he
was born. Nor yet, though anxious that the collegiate family
which he was founding * should continue for ever, and its dwel-
ling-places endure from one generation to another,” did he seek
to ¢ call the lands after his own name;” but, rather desiring a
perpetuation of good works, and the honour of one of God's
servants, than the indulgence of a selfish pride, he dedicated his
princely foundation to the memory of a saint, whose claim upon
his preference seems to have arisen from her patronage of a pious
house by which he had himself been benefitted.§ Of his per-
sonal history we need say nothing more than that his eleven years’
mastership of Winchester School, his Mastership and Provost-
ship of Eton, his position in Church and State, as Bishop of
Winchester, and as Lord High Chancellor, and his frequent and
difficult public employments, give assurance that if ever any man
was qualified by variety of experience to combine into one system
whatever might best advance the Church at his day in learning,
in discipline, and in social influence, he was so.

With such objects then in view and with such capacity for their
attainment,|| the plan which he pursued was this :—first, ¢ as
seriveners use to try their pens on a small piece of paper before
they begin what they fairly intend to write,”d[ he thought fit to in-
stitute at Oxford an endowed “ Hall;” but this he afterwards
translated into a  perpetual College of learning in the sciences
of sacred theology and philosophy.”*¥ .

Of the difference between this and the previous foundation it
is needless to speak. The end was in each the same, namely,j-4—

* Statates, p. 1. 1 Chandler, p. 3.

1 Holingshed in Chandler, pp. 11, 12. His family name was ¢ Patten,” ot “ Bars
bour.” Waynflete is a small town in Lincolnshire. . § Chandler, p. 20,

|l We purposely omit to consider how far Waynflete copied from other institutions,
The adoption of statutes by such a man is equivalent to their deliberate composition,

9 Fuller, #¥ Chandler, App. p. 893 1+ Ib. App. pp. 523 and 390.



18 The Statutes of Magdalen College, Ogford.

“ the extirpation of heresies and errors, the improvement of the
clergy and the ornament of Holy Mother Church, whose minis-
trations are to be committed to fit persons, que velut stel/w' m
custodiis suis lumen prebeant et populos illuminent doctrind pariter
et exemplo,”

Having these purposes the founder seems to have thought that
too spiritual a character could not be bestowed upon his collqgfh
And therefore he procured the consent of the supreme eccleslas-
tical power as well as of the crown. The first stone of the build-
ing was laid under the high altar. The society had granted to it
all parochial rights, arid thus became a church. And, as a chureh,

it was (like any other peculiar) subjected, even in the probate
of wills, to the diocese of Winchester.

Within this sacred enclosure it was the founder’s desire that
God should be in two ways served. Directly—by praise and
prayer and holy sacraments s—indirectly—by diligent study, by
obedience and discipline, by unity of heart and mutaal charity,

For the former purpose he provided that, besides.the body of
students, there should be four priest chaplains, eight clerks, and
sixteen choristers;* that both his ¢ demyes” and his fellows should,
previously to their election, be « competently instracted in plain
singing;”t that the twelve ministers of the altar} should daily
perform numerous divine offices in the college chapel, < with the
greatest devotion, honour and perfection.” § “IAnd because
the house of God demands unusual comeliness,” he made parti-
cular é)rovision for the repairs of the chapel, and furnished it with
splendid vestments and decorations. And he thought it a fit cause

for destitution of commons,|| if all and singular the scholars and
fellows were not “ earnest and frequent in their attendance at the
divine offices, services and duties.” He also restricted the num-
ber of those who might be absent from the college at the same
time, Y] “lest by sach means divine worship should fall off.” **He
moreover provided the members of his foundation with a direc-
tory for private prayer, in which the holy undivided T'rinity should
be worshipped, and the souls of God’s servants, living and de-
patted, prayed for. $+For the latter purpose, too, he appointed
solemn and stated times and forms in the chapel, He made also
large provision for divine services of various kinds, after the usage
of the Church in those ages.j+ And he particularly reqaired that
“ the president and each of the fellows of the said college do
hear, every day, if they conveniently can, one mass, unless they
be priest-fellows, who say it in their proper persons.”§§ And

* Statutes, pp. 9, 3, t Ib.pp.23,27. % Tbs p.48., and Chandler, p. 186,
§ Ib. pp. 58, 114, fl 1b. p. 62, T Ib.pp. 74, ** Ib. p. 94
 Ib, p. 96,,et seq $ Ib. p. 114, et seq. §§ Ibs p, 98,
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: ticular honours
then the festivals he would have marked w;‘t}l hpa‘ltlf;;\:g:‘a}::s’ i
requiring the setvices to be performed by hig ;,‘ g:tions o to the
the chaplains, and being very minute 1n ihlsd ere o yemettl-
various degrees of observance to be practise ok of God negli-
bered the curse upon him * who doeth the “dmb o houseaof
(rently "% and that * the house of God shoul e g dest”
D e required a “ calm, subdued and modest
prayer,” and therefore require ed a deceit order in
conduct at the times of devotion; appointe fetlows o join toge-
the choir and in processions, and obliged his el et of decaying
ther in the responses;t and lastly, on thf ptlhosgvhol‘e college to
means, he preferred the‘msacnﬁce of nearly the
the cessation of divine offices. . ) follow-
For the other purposes of his fquﬂqﬂt‘%“th‘zcﬁ;‘s‘i‘: (t)l;,-ea presi-
ing provisions: The persons he appomt‘? Or‘ eeholars,” hesides
dent, forty fellows, and thirty demyes or bPO?‘ ghe head over all
menial servants. The president was to be d others whomso-
the scholars, fellows, clerks and ministers, é“ was (as we leam
ever being and living” in the college.} | le jastical person,”§
from the charter of foundation) to be *‘an ecg ejtlg: of divinity, or
aud (as provided by the statutes||) gither a l0 faws and physic
of canon or civil law, or of medicine, (bOth]“e master of arts;
being then studied by ecclesiastics,) or € Te a ere alone to be
former fellows of the College or of New Col eg%“ wuch s might
eligible.]| His personal qualifications were to e‘niﬂ' and carmast
best advance * the good and wholesome gover nmtz1 oot spiritual
care of the said college, its lands, posse.ssmpshan Q1 In :i;sciplille
and temporal, and the preservation of its rig tsi) moved to par-
the statutes were to be his rule,** nor was ge to eor’ ot what
tiality by any * prayer, fee, love, fear, hatre hﬁ:qu; ¢, he was to call
soever.” And where his authority was insu cle 2 the college.
in that of the Bishop of Winchester, the pahonbe s peculiar
The property, both real and personal, was t°n discretion when
charge;1t lie was to conduct law-suits at his ow o ortant; he was
trifling, with the advice of the fe]l'ows when in privileges- His
to transact all business and maintain a]l_ COllegﬁ Pco]lede was to
residence, unless interrupted by the affairs tf_{ t Z o p?o::ure the
extend to at least nine months in the year. 1 Z l‘;vto ihe repairs of
speedy adjustment of quarrels. He was to (c)l by all and singular
the college buildings.§§ He was to be Obfeylf college]| in lawful
the scholars and fellows, and the officers d0 ttsein anywi’se touching
and reputable injunctions, commands an adc1 hances-of the college,
scholastic exercise, and the statutes and of

.03 § Chandler, App. 591
# Statutes, p.124-5.  f 1b. p.166. i“n?[b?p.i(). i Th. ey
|| Stat. p. 5.

Ib. p. 6.
£ b p. 13 §§ Ib p.15. 1l Ib. p. 49. .
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where given in the presence of two fellows.” He was to regulate
the engagement and dismissal of the chaplains, clerks, choristers,
and college servants,* His office requiring him “ to bestow
much and diligent care, and very many toils, and more than the
rest to canvass the business of the college,”} he was to be more
amply paid. He was to be furnished with a sufficient number of

orses for himself and others of the college, who might with him
be required to travel on its business, He was to be decently
waited on;} to have a discretionary power of inviting college
guests.§ If sick he was to be fitly provided for,| 1f guilty of
dilapidation, immorality, intolerable neglect or crime, or if inca-
pacitated by disease, he was to be removed.

This slight sketch of the office of president will show, that
under these (as under other) college statutes the duties of the
head, as such, are comparatively little of a studious kind, and, in
fact, if we remember right, we have seen instances in which the
inability to practise scholastic disputations, and thus to rise in
the world, is made the reason of an additional allowance. And it
was doubtless with a view to this and to their public offices, that
Edward the Sixth’s commissioners freed the masters of colleges
in Cambridge from all university exercises not necessary for their
degrees, 9 and absolutely from all which were carried on within
their own walls.**  We muyst therefore feel the more grateful to
those who have combined with their own immediate duties an
attention to the interests of sound learning, and amongst these it

1s almost impertinent to say, that the existing president of Mag-
dalen will ever occupy no common place.

But that neither the off
president, nor the disciplin

altogether upon him, so that his absence would cause interruption,
or his removal, sickness, or death, confusion, the founder provided
him with assistants.

Of these the chief was the vice-president, i who was to he “a
fellow of the more discreet and elder men, and approved in life
and morals,” }twho should represent the president in his absence,
assist and inform him when bresent, and should moreover exer-
cise some original power of discipline at all times,

Besides this officer, there were to be three others also, having
discipline as their care. These were to be  of the more discreet
and elderly fellows,”§§ and were to be called deans, Two of
them were to be masters of arts, who should “ superintend the
lectures and disputations of the scholars and fellows, and espe-

* Stat. p. 68, t Ib. p.68-9, 1 Ib. p.70. ’ § Ib, p.71,

Il Ib.p. 78, T Lantb. MS. Documents, p. 141, #* 1b, p. 146.
t Ib. p. 20, $t Ih. p. 21, §§ Ib. p. 40.
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cially those of the sophisters and logicians.”* The tlurdbwas ‘to
be either a scholar or a graduate in divinity, who should e pre-
sent at the disputations, and compel attendance at the lectures in
theology. . . i
The {ige-president and deans belng thl‘xs lz}lppm}l!ﬁid to r«:‘h:ﬁe
‘ . . - . ¢ . ’S O e
the president in matters of discipline, “ three ”E ox;re f the
greatest fitness, good faith, and circumspection,”f w o b
chosen as his assistants in regard to domestic economy an L e
management of property. These were the bursars, whose utglr
it should be ¢ to receive the rents, issues, payments in kmdf an
roceeds of the benefices, manors, lz}nds, possessions, and ~1e_uts,
11: 0the view, and under the attestation of the premd-ent, or vice~
‘Zesident » " And out of them (under the same authority) to defray
’{Jhe daily expenses of the college. They were moreover tohsulglc:r-
intend all the weekly stores, purchases of provisions and the like.
For these bursars very accurate rules were laid down in lr)especi:
of the framing of vouchers, the keeping of accounts, and the cus-
tody of their keys of office. - And to them, as to the above rr;eq-.
tioned officers, certain allowances were to' be made for their
labours. . .
There§ was moreover to be, as the assistant of the bursars, a
“ Steward of the Hall,” who was to be a graduate fellow, who
should be appointed weekly, and by routine, to regulate the ex-
penditure of the week, and see to the serving of the common
tables. ) : -
And lastly, to omit menials, the_re was to be a ¢ Clerk l?f
Accounts,” whose title describes his oﬂicl:)e, aud“who was to be
alar resi d bursars.
engaged for a salary by the president and |
91‘(% the account of these offices much might be added as to the
mode of election to them, and as to the custody of .mummeltllt:s:
the visitation of property, and other details appertammgh to t e:
discharge ; but our readers would hz}l‘dlyltllanll:tus 1:%11' ttheﬁs;i3 ;opre-
i Y : thought; a y
cimens of the founder’s care and forethought; and {
having sketched the ministerial parts of the institution, we will
roceed to the main body. . . L
P This having for its object  that holy Writ or ﬁa(%;,p’v‘x;l}lgzllx];i
i y es, migh @
the mother and mistress of all other sciences, mig g
tents with greater freedom, and either plnloiophy go on thc? 'ng'
fare together with her,”q[ was to consist of “ forty poor and indi-
gent scholars,” whose duty it should be to study in these sciences,
And besides these there were to be “ thirty poor scholars, lco:p-
monly called demyes, who were diligently to learn grammar, logic,
and sophistry.” .
¥ t Ib, t Ib. p. 44,
; %fft{xp o Il Ib. p, 69. q Ib. p. 2.
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scr(i:l))fx: ;Ln:h(iolt.ﬂt)t]e‘system we will imitate the statutes, in first de-
ot iong th ea” er 'p'flrt. The < thirty poor scholars, commonly
S e go:,'t (;xene to be of good morals, and dispositions fully
compgtentl r .stu' Y and able and likely to make real proficiency
fompetey yinstructed 1 reading and plain singine, and who should
e arrived at their twelfth year.” They were to be ligible fr
pizlls;lfliesd agd chountles _where college possessions lay. ) ‘Ig; n?)t ld(;:
gresid :nt )i]ct ¢ acquisition of property, and if approved by the
president l,]vc e-plr{esxd_ent, and three deans, they might be continued
i Seemsﬁe?s 3] th;eu‘ twenty-fifth year, They were to ladge (as
o)t n e cxé;mbers of the fellows, probably to perform
superintendenem’ ag at all events to be under their control and
uperinen cce. For the free instruction of this class (and in-
et of all fomels)' In grammar, “ which is demonstrably the
poother and tt())uggatlog of all the sciences,”} but which was not
o aastive to VY aynflete’s demgeg as logic and sophistry, there
weher (o o Y aster-Informer” in grammar, with an assistant
nhe > o € appointed and removed by the president,) and
i sh’t; l:]ed t](; be allowed to leave this study for another
grammar master, ande 6]:(:1 %?dthceoglelz)litsent I*P ! :ll:e é)reSidEHt, fhe
gra f; an deans, For the better mainte-
o it s g, (i o'
w d : v iligently to appl
Vegecsle:l(])(tlethtile;;hlabours to the mysteries z),f grgrlr)n{];lr]e?rslglv::
they miots e o ]er arts of humamty, for such space of ti’me that
abp i } o n y ?Je of advantage " to themselves, but mi«rimt b
iy Short,]pc;(\)r»el;etonigcslgutc; and ilrllform others also,”§ bThe;
. . or i i
points affecting {this class are n:l:] %luxggnl':ﬂ:;glgﬁz a;r l:ﬁem}'l e1ll
. y fa

niore or leSS undel’ Cco 1 e t' 1 ]’]l g0 Vi we
A IlSld ratior i

Of these the founder declares it ¢« 5

the number shonld he maintained at for paramount object”|| that

ty. 9The demyes might

ber. These (wh i
o on their first electj
per. election were to b ¢
s bzgly, a?.d. not “ fellows,” a8 being not yet iuzo‘;aue’d i
the bo gas)ic; ;utcl:])ex%er: atl the 1tlme of election to he 4 (212573 }’l’]"t”?
ho,  having 15t clerical tonsure, | ) enno-
vh aboured
forayi: [?il:}?l;]]h]ty, ?;cept the defect of ag’ge, for the ul:'?:sl;:hnocf P
o bl T(l)] Y office they were even then to be « qlfalifiedoo d;dH
& most eligible candidates were to be szchilllors or
* Stat. p. 23 + Ib ( )
. 23, . P 154, 23
§ Th.p.24, | b, T Ib. 166, ° Ib'*gpitfof, o Mtor Ib.p.2
pe g 1t Ib poo7,
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Masters of Arts, (it is not said that they must have graduaied at
Oxford,) out of the number of those persons who should be
virtuous, chaste, modest, and suited to study,” and should have
been born in the dioceses and counties which are named by the
founder, and have each their allotted number of fellows, #[ail-
ing competent persons from these favoured neighbourhoods, the
same principle, which regulated the election of demyes, was to be
followed ; and those counties were to be preferr,ed,.m which the
college possessed property during the founder’s life. fAnd in
default of Bachelors or Masters from these localities, there were
* persons to be chosen from the said counties and dioceses out
of the elder and better qualified scholars of the faculty of arts,
who should be studying in the university, but should not be gra~
duates ; and failing these latter, scholars coming from the said
dioceses and counties, who should be fairly instructed 1n
grammar, and competent and suited to the study of logic : pro-
vided however that they should have completed the fourteenth
year of their age”” All these (like the demyes) were, as we
have already noted, to be skilled 1n plain singing. And, }astly,j:
they were to certify on oath that they had not the yearly mncome
specified by the founder as inadmissible.§
The candidates were first to be elected to a probationary year,
during which they were to meddle with no affairs of the College,
and hold none of its offices but that of lecturer.

# Stat, p. 26 and 167, t Ib. p.2v. i Ib. p. 50. § Ib.p, 29.
§ These provisions we are the more particular in noticing, becanse we believe that
a due attention to the qualifications of candidates is among the most direct duties to
founders, and one of the most obvious means of securing that the other portions of the
statates should meet with a ready obedience. And at the same time we have reason
to fear that it is in this point that modern practice is exposed to danger, For, on the
one hand, those preferences of particular neighbourhoods, which were as much the de«
liberate objects of choice as any other provision of the founders, and probably rested
cither upon some kindly associations of feeling, or upon a just regard for the interests
of those portions of the country in which the colleges in question held property, but
which they did not benefit hy residence, have, if we ave rightly informed, been of late
slighted in one of the universities, And again, on the other hand, there is, to some
degree, both at Oxford and Cambridge, an over-attention to intellectual qualities, if
not to the exclusion, yet to the detriment of qualifications arising out of moral habits,
of destination in life, and of the requisite indigence: and college places may thus
sometimes become the rewards of a short and brilliant academical career, instead of
being the means of support in future and higher studies, and the livelihood of 2 humble
diligent clergy. To this ervor, surely, it must be attributed that in cses .where the
taking of priests’ orders is appointed at a particolar period, and all the training of the
statutes is made to point that way, yet laymen, who never design any holy office, are
admitted into such fellowships, and are even considered to be so well entitled to them,
that the loss of them, when the period of ordination arrives, is considered almost a
hardship. And yet, undoubtedly, the founders usually designed that where holy or-
ders were at any time to be taken, there the previous period should be spent in pre~
paration for them, And this, Waynflete, as we have seen, very positively declares to

be his meaning,
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And then, so careful was the founder in the selection of fit per-
sons, that he provided that they should undergo a second election
at the expiration of the year, before they should become true
fellows,”*

Of the persons elected it was not to be the choice only, but the
¢ office,” the “ bounden duty” and the condition of their mainte-
nhance, to study in their appointed faculties+  If they should
withdraw from college, with the intention of deserting study,
their interest in the foundation was to cease,

Of the whole number, two or three were, by special selection
and permission, to give themselves to the laws, and other two
or three to medicine, under the same conditions.} Both thege
being then, as we have before observed, ecclesiastical studies, and
§almost certainly the former, probably also the latter, being allowed
with a special view to the advantage of the coll

. ig ly to apply themselves, and not to
meddle with the other faculties, saving only in the vacations,” I

0 maintain proper diligence, not only the university exercises
were required, but the reading of €ssays in the college, the heay-
ing and discussing of Holy Secripture, and frequent private dispu-
tations were enjoined.q And, as we have already noticed the
appointment of teachers in grammar, so it was also provideq that

s in logic*% apg sophistry,
Wws; and inasmuch
greatest and most glowing desire of

» profound, and assiduous wstruction,
1ot only of the scholars and fellows of his colle

: ge, but also of all
and Singular other students, especially those

selves to the faculties of philosophy and sacred
university of Oxford,”}+ he provided three lectup
natural, another in moral philosophy, and the th
whose lectures were to be open gratuitoys]
Parts, and of gl kinds}f, and whose capacity was to be so much
an object that the best men in the university (even though not of
the college) were to be selected, and the statutes respecting places

ird in divinity,
Y to students from al]

* Stat, p. 30, t Ib, pp.1, 2, 62, 89, 83, t Ib. p. 5.

§ By the Statutes of Queen’s College, Cambridge, there is to be one physician and
one Junist, < Medicus qutem teneatur gratis subvenire, suo consilio et indystria, Prasie
denti et sociis hujus collegis, ’

e [ : e L tabrigiam ; si

aa hoc per eorum aliquen Juerit requisitus:—Ju

omnibus collgoi; negotiis,
P

ratis collesio subyens y C P
p"“’l cgl legia,"”&c.&c, OIg. 1§ coltegio su venire, et coram quocungue judice gratis dicere
fat, pp. 63, 64, T Ih. pp. 59, 61, 130, T, o
M Ib.p.ss.  T.p.o6, Ib. p. 143,
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of birth was to be set aside (if necessary), in ‘ollider rc? th:-" admis-
sion, should they wish it, to the first vacanlt fellows npst. bt the

But a mere academipal study olf th;a(? tl:;%y cvgsiegfwi‘:’h the
foander designed tha'thhlsrgililc(l)gzs bsolt(l)lufor their private and public
e toon bego?;l!]g]‘c‘ehﬁogaring inferior parts in the celebration of
FEEN But as he required that even at their election they
dllxvmledslirvlﬁi. osed for the priesthood, so he ordained that all}:)qti
:h: ll:ivilizns al:ld the physicians should, within one year aft;e;'e(t:l etI(;
necessary regency in arts, cause thems.elves to be ;irorr]xg ed to

' | orders, unless some lawful impediment shou
e d, when thus ordained, each was with all speed to“ac-
vex_u‘a;*r o ctical knowledge of his duties by causing himself * to
be in ﬂ‘plitl d devoutly and frequently in preaching, and in cele-
Dty ulc edivine offices.”} Particular portions of the chapel
e ttc]::) were to be occasionally performed by the priest-
Se{IVICZ' but lest these provisions should be turned to abused})y
fimc;mu, the neglect of residence and its accc_)mpanynl]g.sau 1:3
an di;,cipline, he guarded against the temptation which induc
many a priest of those days -

¢¢ To run unto London, unto Seint Poul’t’es,
To seken him a Chanterie for Soules,” §

ini is fellows should celebrate divine ser-
by ordaining that none of his f ) o ser-
vi):;e “in anz;r other place than in the said college, dso‘long (:a;] e]r e
a collegiate there, by way of yearly sg,rylce, or :]m 1:1 tatrl?; ther Go-
) i for so doing ; and,,les ling
lour,” || or receive any salary for ‘ ylest the meaning
i i dered obsolete in these days,
of this restraint should be consi s . s, It s
i e plausible excuse of cure of

rther provided, that the more P :

g:all bepalso disallowed ; the parish of Horsepath alone being to
rved by a fellow. o A
beiﬁ:ther, )tlo maintain that eccleslastical spirit "Vhld(li hg tsi;)e n‘n{’li(;l;
designed to inculcate, the foull:der‘ h]avmigr t(}:](i)l’[::‘l?)?(:he body. the
Y " whi hes that ¢ the clothing t

e’s saw,” which teache ) hing of ¢ A
g s e a5 o ma et o
im; and that the truth itself of the ! hat
ltlﬁgl :nzn who hath not a weddmng garmen:nt baebﬁz(sat”ox;lltﬁc}? ]';1]12{(111 de-

testing the “ grievous and passing perverse

ing wi h care the offices of these lec~
i th remarking with how muc fic hose le
* Stn't- P 83: . edlt'll‘flz‘i’: 1remulleration was to be hm.ldso_meﬂ(pz.o ilil[ei e7()p'.p§; )1:: ol fz
lurersfa ;l? a'rf'li’l:olo i, who was to occupy 4 high stutlonﬁm (1:% cork l.gamoum b 843,
?\]\aot ;hilo:ophy le%mrérs might hold ec:i:leflastlc:xl(pb%rée) c‘c‘a’?lh s offoen Ao
¢ divine any t of revenae whatsoever (p.83), , lage
?ndi;h;o? 1;213.3:&3 ?Lmtll?ci: case, unless they become ({etllof\i\ﬁ.ﬂxl&ex;g It)l;:ge?en of matu
o i i rocured to .
years and great learning may at anifbtlglg.be P § Chaucer, Brologue, 511.
b S s # § Stat. p. 126-—7.
li Stat. p. c
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clerks so to dress “ that one who takes a hasty glance cannot dis-
tinguish a clerk from a layman,” (we presume they inclined to
black neckcloths, and velvet collars and waistcoats,) he prescribed
the use of a sort of cassock, probably not unlike that in which
the clergy even of the last century were not ashamed to walk the
streets of London; he forbad also idle adornings of the person,
the use of rich facings or borders, the carrying of arms, the indul-
gence in field-sports* and games of chance, the frequenting of
taverns ; and was careful that even when they were “away at their
birth-places, they shonld be clad as clerks, and be of seemly beha-
viour touching morals.”

To describe the whole system of discipline which was to regu~
late the habits of these persons would be tedious and useless,
unless we had space to cousider the mutual connesion of the
parts, and the wisdom, improved by the experience of ages, which
probably was exercised even upon the minutest provisions in it.
To men who are not used to see large bodies of studious and
devotional clergy assembled together for common objects, many
regulations may appear absurd, which yet for the due working of
the whole, may be indispensable. But, as we have said, into
these considerations we have not room to enter. We may note
however, as separately worth attention, the reading of the Bible
at meals, which is a very ancient custom of the Church, and has
been (as how could it be otherwise?) abundantly sanctioned since
the Reformation—the use, within due limits f;, of Latin in con-
versation—the prohibition (as reasonable now as then, and both
now and then very prudent) of the discharge of menial offices
within the walls by women——and lastly, the provision which dis-
allow_s the introduction of independent members (except of a
certain class) probably from the disorders which they might cause
in so eccleslastical a system ; a provision, be it observed, which
1s very valuable as discountenancing the modern error of looking
at the colleges only as boarding-houses to the university. il

Nor do we design to examine the various modes of election,
the different methods of enforcing subordination, the authority of
the patron or his ecclesiastical representatives, the gradations of
rank, and mutual checks on power and trust within the college ;
nor yet the engrafted foundations, such as those of Ingledewe and
Forman, We pass rather to the moral principles by which the
founder designed that his institution should be upheld, and which

at the same time it should be the means of teaching. These may
be briefly described as the constant sense of God’s presence, and

@ Stat. p.75. t Ib.p.7s.

+ Ib. p. 81, “The presence of stranger: ' »
g s or Jaymen, or ol q H
allowed as exouses, 3 ymen, or other reasonable canse,” are
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of a future judgment; as charity and forbearance between the
members of the body; and as devotion to one common cause.

Of the first of these, the passage which we have above cited
(p. 357) gives proof that, notwithstanding all his precautions, he
was aware that upon the piety of the persons, and not upon any
mechanical arrangements, the success of his scheme must after
all depend. We see, therefore, that, in accordance with this view,
he was careful to bind his whole society together by oaths of the
most comprehensive kind, He moreover continually refers to
Almighty God as the judge of errors and the averter of evils
which he foresaw ; and besides the general provisions for devo-
tion, we find that with the election of the president® he combined
a mass of the Holy Spirit, and with the solemn reading of the
statutes before Easter,and the scrutinyinto the lives of his society
which was then to be made, a mass of the Holy Trinity xt thus
doubtless designing that upon occasions like these, when interested
or angry passions might arise, there should be produced amidst
them * a great calm” by the presence of such high mysteries.

In regard to charity, the founder was very express 3} for he did
¢ enact, ordain, and command, with strong injunction, and in the
bowels of Jesus Christ did adjure the president of the said college,
and all and each of the fellows and scholars, present and to come,
that in all things and above all things they do ever hold, faith-
fully maintain and observe unanimity and mutual charity, peace
and concord among one another; and be urgent with all their
might, and pant after the cherishing and nurturing thereof.”

And lastly, as to a common cause: this was to be the welfare
and honour of the college, through it the advancement of the
Church, and through the Church, the glory of God; and there-
fore, when men once became members of the college, they were
to be as persons professed under a rule, and incapable of passing
to another foundation.§ Its secrets they were faithfully to keep,
its privileges to defend; its offices they durst not rffuse, and for
its business they were to be ever at command. [be hall and
chapel, which were the types of their collective life, were to be
maintained in splendour, They were to elect those whom they
believed likely to do honour to the Institution they were to escort
their brethren upon solemn academical occasions; they were to
instract and advise each other, and to wear a common dress;
they were to be careful lest their own conduct should bring dis-
credit upon their society; they were to feel an _aﬁectlonate”gra~
titude towards it, and to be anmated with “a virtuous zea for
its good government ; they were to remember its founder and be-

* Stat. p. 4, 5. + Tb. p. 55, t Ih.p,99. ° § Tb.p.36.
c2
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nefactors with continnal prayers; and i
: ; when promoted, as it was
%emgned that many of them should be, to higher stations in the
dhgrchi) the.};l we;e not to forget their early home, but “by sound
advice, benefits, favours, and aids, as far as in »
to gdvance its interests.’ ’ thom lay,” sedulously
uch, then, was this institution of th i
e fifteenth century, Since
W'aynﬂete’s day some four hundred years have passed yand have
;wept away with them the memorials of both good and evil men
‘have changed dynasties, remodelled governments, and have wit:
nessed the extinction of Churches ; and yet it has been the plea
sure of God that our constitution should still bear traces (?f its
ztllr]lcxellalif character, that our Church should remain Catholic, and
at this college, which is her offspring, should count an unbr’oicen
succession from its founder down to this day. But is this suc-
‘jf:l(;ﬂe(s)zes t?lfi pv?'sonz anfl prﬁp;arty ouly, and not of principles ?
aynflete’s scholars and fellows, his cloi .
towers, his goodly manors and i * are hio stap
vers, and rectories? but are his stat
" . - l]
:)vélsxg};tvg?re %Z il;htil 1ea:9nmg soul l:f his body politic, useless :1312
uestion, as it bears upon th \
members of his college, we t 1 aintain, that som s
llege, we have said, and maintain, t
:}l:emselves or their visitor can answ’er. We knov:r nt:)it;/(::le tli;uf:
. ese;l are the statutes of the founder; much less do we know h :
ar they have lawfully been changed since. But if ; slied.
with reference to the possibility or the advar oy
these daps ouch a ms l 2advantage of carrying out in
veier b 120 as that contained in these statutes (sup-~-
g 1t to be 1ndeed Waynflete’s, and not since abrosated by Et
b(

authority), we will pray our
. ) readers to bear wi :
cursorily our views upon this head bear with us while we state

And first, we cannot help believing that in
amongst us may be found full as grgat evil
flete’s time, and many analogous to them ’
princes, it is true, biit we are not therefore w;
rebellion ; and, even if we had no Yo
ciples of government are surely
in_their effects than mere chan
reigns,

And then of the Church (which j ’

this questioq tl}an the S.tate),(?\,zll;lacth sllfalll;oi:e nseaar}}y t(}:]oncgrn_ed in
more pure in its _doctrme and in the persons og .it a; i
th.an then ? _Certamly,.and that it therefore is entil:lsdc S o
fl;(:fl]t‘aff%:tlon from its members, and a greaterezeiﬁ z}mqre
bor g:ﬂ:.sever:td shball we who pray for the Church Catho]igra:xts
o carelessness( )t' necessity) from one great hranch of it, and
by car ne y 1 woqlql seem) from another—shall we ’tl

ated, speak of the divisions of the fifteenth century with ]1:;8

the state of things
as those of Wayn-
We have no rival
thout civil war and
t these, revolutions in the prin-
not less dangerous or less lasting
ges of the persons of the sove.
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difference, as though they concerned us not? Is our apathy,
whether there be any councils of the Church or not, a sufficient
argument against our need of them? Or again, shall we upbraid
those times with heresies, or shall we make light of Papal cor-
ruptions or the irregularities of the mendicants, when we have
even within the Church—aye, and amongst her clergy—those
who can ill bear her creeds and offices, wlgen we are surrouunded
by open dissentients from her, when self-will dispenses and enacts
like Rome, and when political and sectarian opponents are busy
in defaming the character, exaggerating the wealth, and arguing

against even the competent maintenance of the clergy? Shall

we condemn appropriations, as though tithes were now all paid

to the parochial clergy, or as though lay tithe-owners were better
than spiritual? or shall we speak of the neglect of souls, as though
industrial wealth, in creating itself, did not create innumerable
multitudes whom it suffers to live and die like the beasts? Lastly,
shall we scoff at the want of learning, which Waynflete designed
to remedy, as if (whatever may be said of classics) our clergy
were in these days to a man deep theologians ?

But if our evils and Waynflete’s are n great part the same,
then two important considerations at once occur :—First, that if
the intentions of founders are to preserve in these days any of
that weight which the authority of the Church, the sanction of
oaths, the frequent recognition of the legislature, the uninter-
rupted principles of the municipal courts, public policy, gratitude,
and good faith, conspire to give them,—then no man may pre-
sume, by arguments drawn from new circumstances in the times,
to rest only in Waynflete’s final and least restricted objects—the
honour of God and the good of the Church— and to reject those
more definite and instrumental purposes which he sought to pro-
vide for in his statutes, None can doubt that, if he had thought
fit, this prelate might have met the evils of non-residence and
consequent neglect of souls, of impoverished cures and popular
heresies, by establishing an  Additional Curates’ Fund,” or aug-
menting small vicarages, or sending out field-preachers, or adopt-
ing any other mode of bestowing his wealth, such as men in these
days are so ready to adopt. But, instead of this, we find that after
much thought he deliberately chose the method of this college.
By what, therefore, short of arbitrary spoliation, may his choice
be disturbed?

But, secondly, this identity of disorders in the Church ought to
léad us to think gravely whether, taken all in all, Waynflete’s
means of judging what would best remedy them may not have
been fully equal to ours.

That our faith rests upon purer objects, that our clergy asa
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body are more cultivated, orderly and respectable now than then
:itwould be sinful alike and foolish either to deny or not to be
d :eégly :}lankf_ul for. But it is no scandal upon the Reformation
enter};fx inl:;, since 1t took place, we never have had permanently
Churc‘h e amongst us the same large and systematic views of
oreh g Yegnme_nt—the same application of means to ends—
institutiorfsvls .omhm the forming of character—in the modelling of
tho utio —-1;1 :1 : % subordination of authorities and offices—in
the m theng ::)h difficulties as they arise—in the pressing forward
are the %a n 13 open—in the yielding where it is useless to
roslst—as thls mg‘msh I 1ts best days the practice, and in its
e co:xrse eory iat least of the Roman hierarchy, We do not,
e a,srgfaan that this hierarchy made no undue encroachment,
By the i1‘1'<]elcfed to no unworthy ends; these were its sins and
Chur s za n, ;);lgstsiggelgn&vl:ﬁre the oijects,are such as no
survive the Reformation it wouldebmea“s ot bt foouwed to
e s e somewhat bold for this un-

plined age to affect more knowledge of ecclesiastical polity

than was possessed . -
century. P ed by the prelates and canonists of the fifteenth

E .
ven then if we could not at once understand the value of

xsrl::xlllt“-l i‘glrlﬁ:g; ellty wﬁmld be but modesty to doubt our own Jjudg-
nent ; owever we are not reduced i y
virtue, for what can an j inst Wapnflata oot @
Irtue, y one object against Wavnflete’ in-
cipal instruments for the Church’s goood-»—the mgintena;ctgv ((:fpcrciz-

tinual liturgies, and t : A
clergy? gles, he formation of a learned, frugal, obedient

hog;gui f{n ;(:g;; :i tt(()) (11\,:'?6 se(riwce, although we have reduced the
cven of this orafemsion ,e:n although our practice falls short
made such o > yet no member of a Church, which has
e su unﬁecavlslon for its daily offices, can deny the efficacy of
cvils o folas dpl‘ayf}l”, Or can question that the rooting out of such
2nd. cons ralse %ctéme,’ heresy, and schism, as hardness of heart
e ten 1:) A ?h ‘ ‘od s word and commandment ;7 that the
that the illuminafing }:?la);l (i)l;:lfghsuniv? o i ight way ;"
e il S o o o S Y
. g’rdisijl E’reafzhn;]g and living they may set it forth a;1d show it ac-
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ergy ought to have peculiar gifts ; and all
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but enthusiasts, that education is one of the means towards thetr
attainment. DBut what are these gifts? As they are patterns to
the people, holiness and self-denial—as they are intercessors with
God, habits of fervent prayer—as they are teachers of the truth,
knowledge—as they are opposers of error, learning—as they are
rulers, diligence—as they are subject, obedience—as they are pos-
sessors of one deposit and dispensers of the same grace, unity

of heart and tongue. .
Now we cannot but think that to produce in our present needs

a body of men thus qualified, would be almost worth the tempo-
rary sacrifice of half the parochial ministrations of the kingdom.
But certainly to reject the uge of means ready fitted for the work,
and to violate oaths and to disturb rights of property in order to
this rejection, would be well nigh madness. For supposing that
it were possible at one word to create thousands of additional
churches, such as are now a days created, where should we find
curates willing upon such slender stipends to undertake such
charges? Or if we could make all these men comfortable,”
how should we, by means of such theological attainments as
are common to the mass of our present clergy, oppose the
acute unbelief of the Socinians, or the textual stores of the In-
dependents, or, still more, the systematic traditions of the Ro-
manists? Or granted that we found both men and arguments,
how could the discipline of the Church, already half ohsolete, be
brought to bear upon these increased numbers ? N
For though we are far from imputing luxury in an odious sense
to our clergy, yet who will deny that the general self-indulgence
of the age is to be found as often in the parsonage as in the
manor-house?  And, in truth, if we are not misinformed, our
bishops even now experience no small difficulty in providing
curates for the poorer churches already in existence. And then,
as to learning, there doubtless is much classical and general knov-
ledge amongst our clergy; but surely no one who is aware that
the University reading of alayman, increased by the superstructure
of one course of divinity lectures, constitutes for the most part
the whole stock of our young deacons, and that they are cast, thus
furnished, into a whirl of employments which precludes all hopes
of further attainments—no one, we think, who knows this much
of our present methods, can expect that great divines should be
rife amongst us. And et, after all, what Church in the world is
there whose tenets require more learning to understand and to
defend them? We have mno systems of theology, satisfactory
from their mere consistency, to put ready made into the hands
of our clergy. We cannot tell them to preach their own views of
the Bible, and yet we cannot allow them to lay that Holy Book
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aside. We protest against Rome and remain Catholic, and we
protest also against Geneva and are reformed Our hand is
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Tnto their details we will not again enter. That portion of
the subject with which we are now concerned may be described
as the institution of a school of the Church which should afford
the means of instruction to her clergy from the age of twelve years
upwards : and when the time of education, commonly so called,
has passed by, should give opportunity for studious men to lay up
stores of knowledge for her service—which should throughout
combine these means and opportunities with seclusion from the
world—with habits of devotion, self-restraint, frugality, and obe-
dience—wwith the constant idea of an interest external to each
separate member of the body, but intrinsic to the body itself—
with the sense of common wants, common honours, common
Josses—uwith the feelings of brotherly love and sacramental unity,
and above all with the consciousness that the good gifts thus
received were a talent for diligent traffic, that both men and
angels were spectators of the discharge of those offices which for
God’s honour and his Church’s welfare were here intrusted to his
servants,

Now what is this but the outline of a miniature Church? It
has been said by an author,* once famous but now forgotten, that
civil societies and corporations owe their origin to the desire of
restoring the relations which existed in the primitive family ; and
it is well known that religious bodies, both within and without
the Church, are for the most part founded upon a parallel theory
of ecclesiastical renovation. And as long as such combinations
are subordinated to the Church, and derive their principles and
their authority from her, surely we ought to rejoice that such
helps to our weakness are allowed us. Who could realize the
Church Catholic if he did not see it represented by the type of his
own parish font and altar? The model, then, of ecclesiastical
offices and discipline in their largest sense may be seen in the pro-
visions of this collegiate institution ; and, if so, to be reared under
their influence, and gradually to accommodate the mind to their
form and spirit, must surely be for the priesthood the noblest
training which can be devised.

But that we may not be thought mere fanciful analogists, let
us consider the question in a more tangible shape. These sta~
tutes (upon our present supposition) express the founder’s wish,
and bave not been, except in certamn points, changed by any suffi-
cient power. They are therefore entitled (at the least) to a
priority in our regard. Tt rests, then, with their. impugners to
dispute the method of life aud study pointed out by them.

But how can this be done? For, first, the general principle
of co-operation surely cannot be denied in an age which seems

* Bodin de Republich,
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bent upon redressing the dispersion of Babel, by discovering
symbols of common interest for every creed and language under
heaven ; which, if men are drunkards, combines them to become

sober; if-they are inclined for war, makes them each subscribe

55. to promote peace; if they are disposed to almsgiving, asso-
ciates them so that

every one may give as little as possible, and
all may be known by printed lists to be benevolent; which in
politics has committee-rooms and public dinners; in amusement
has clubs, with club-buttons and club-coats; in literature and
science innumerable minor Institutes, academies, and bodies end-
ing in “cal,” all referable to and represented in the Panhellenic
meetings of the British Association; which in education, above
all things, can concentrate worlds into a nutshell, and, by the aid
of galleries and platforms, can simultaneously imbue hundreds of
children with the knowledge which radiates, (we suppose at differ~
ent points,) from the person of one teacher.
We conceive, then, it will be admitted that Waynflete might on
good grounds require that the persons whom he designed to main-
tain should be associated together in one place; especially as the
society of learned men has at all times been accounted one of the
great aids of learning, and as it is indispensable to the main-
tenance of those common studies which constitute his scheme,
But for a body of more than eighty persons to live within the
same precinct, and act unitedly, it is plain that not only a general
understanding of mutual duties is requisite, but that minute rules
of discipline in matters the most indifferent must be prescribed.
A few mountaineers may combine for a sudden foray with but
little preparation or concert, but the march of armies is a different
atter; and every nerve of their soldiery must be trained to its
appointed share of the work. And hence we find, that even in
these lax days, when the world needs discipline for any visible pur-
pose, there it will insist upon it. In the navy, in the army, at the
bar, in manufactories, in companies, in the passage of the streets,
in short everywhere that man comes in contact with man, and has
to act with him or beside him, there discipline of*some sort is to
be found. The mechanical spirit of our day is in fact beginning
to incline us to the opinion that society, from one end to another,
is but a machine, and that o good political ceconomist may by
discipline regulate it as he will.
Modern theorists, therefore,
or they will belie themselves,
this discipline shall extend to ¢

must grant us a stringent discipline,
They must grant us further, that
he whole subject-matter of the in-
stitution; and this in our case, beside domestic arrangements,

means the training of “a pious, learned, and nseful clergy,” from
boyhood to the very grave,

The Stututes of Magdalen College, Oxford. 85

les
incl re we to proceed? What examp ‘
pu upmfl ﬁ’h? il:lnt‘lllci:;p}:isn?essedly arduous undertaking ?the?;:
e to 0 (i{[o‘ erton, or to Maynooth, or are we nothrat or b
we to go_to' Omt as :)ur Church acts in all otl.ler_s,——tnak (,an
act in this xes%egot by re-construction? Now it is we dncus-
reformation af? e and discipline, our ec.c]e_sm.stlcal laws ?rnto us-
that our dO?till:] of property and of juisdiction bel'ml]gl?b'e > our
toms, the rlgu s'n thg main based upon systems whuii L “d elt e ante-
zlee(;ggé ti;rfh: Réformation, andﬁvhicl:' r‘ﬁ;?safifﬁlﬁﬁli %:ference of
'mers i artl N
authorlty by ’d}e l;:efozletrt):;rsl l:)]fathg primitive Church aﬁ'on;%zc: 0111:;
the more peti]eg illm)g. Is it too much, then,. to re'qun'et hat ous
grounds f‘Orlc;: 'l?tl‘%eireducation be subject to adxsmplmeles a lished
de:;%ytlsx}:;l':m(: grounds as those which siqp(:rtsz;egac::t :l?;' gfﬁcers
of . ity ? it unreasonable to ice
o qhurc:h}i):lllt{il.ce ﬁel‘bhurch, justly pretends t(:l be ;z%rl:
e soc1ety3“\0i les independent of changes In times and ma ners,
el bybp“traiged in a system upon which these changhestalound
o aratively little influence? In short, upon wd.a s unc
e oy it‘be asserted that a method of qolleglatfe 1sc11_p n é
1'e1:1§0£s ca;I relied upon before the Reformation, 1§ }nz}pptli(c:)z:l o
wfnc th‘zaReformation, except in 50 _far as by the ei onﬁla on, 1
a'tel’ ucelled or superseded? Ts it fit that we s g)uooms v
leri czi anners from the club-houses and drawll?nb-r. ms, of
(t:illintcez pl:rties and prayer meetings of this cenlt]ury (.) ﬂ%l; 1:md cﬁo-
that we should look for theq: in the tave:::, otf E;h(é floo and eho-
colate shops, or the Trulliber parso‘naa : the e emation.
o e aqu l{gSt <1)lll‘t d?l:aggs Sil:;ufe t;lat which shall
i ely select ur C :
wh?tdpex(:lc:irgifr:as‘z?ldszi'loz;ker at the one extreme, andt lfxﬁnl Sw(::ll;
i;llg grgther confessors at the othey’! Bu‘; 1;:‘}:: 1:‘)’% jos,up gose S
ol oS o e aociont ]3' %?e?ille of the colleges was
duwring this period the ancient dis pI F the oo
ither disowned or faintly enforced. It was, ¢ S oy
Year ither the Reformation, nor the great re Hlion, not any
oo n(? te event, which relaxed in a material d.egleg. ho minute
o Erations | f coll,ede statutes. 'Lhe I’f.efom.mtlon1 lsd [:1“ ore
Obl_lgatlogs ?ien harsh visitors, and the pprltalc]lsd_c;\l']ee L s
Sipline L eth t which was palpably Catholic an nifi t. it
fflxghﬁisl;g:atisn that this most fatgxl :ﬁﬂuellllc; ;m:st inrihe e o
vards in the colleges, as
B e fmlton tt-;:f(::acifo;i‘s‘(glpdline was gradually Wlthdl'zilwn; a;i
ot arge: the; y ss remained almost to our own tlmes,.th eytw e
though the 03111 hen new social feelings sprung up without, a !
o mecliS,sglilrit“:)f Jearning and religion within, they were swep
a revived



36 The Statutes of Magdalen College, Oxford.

away like the sere leaves of autumn, and no man thought them a
loss. But now again we are becoming wiser, and we begin to
perceive, that though fruit be better than foliage alone, yet that
without foliage fruit can scarcely be had; and as we both_ appre-
ciate and long for the old rich produce of collegiate learning and
piety, we must be content to seek it under the shelter of collegiate
discipline,

The only proper question, therefore, in respect of the many pro-
visions of these statates is, how far has the Reformation® changed
them? We say of many of the provisions, not of all,—because we
think it plain that a distinction is to be drawn between those mat-
ters which were entirely within the founder’s power to model as he
Pleased, and those in which he touched upon other systems over
which he had no control. To put in a strong light what we mean,—
Waynflete has pointed out particular seasons of the year for all the
buildings required for the College to be carried on in. He has
also regulated the hours of opening and shutting the gates by the
alternations of certain months. Now, if by any revolution in na-
ture these seasons were to be displaced, so that we had an Indian
instead of an English year, no man, we suppose, would insist that
a grammatical regard to the founder’s statutes should be allowed
utterly to subvert his will. And this principle (thus broadly put
upon an imagiuary instance) has a real application in several
analogous cases. Thus the founder might adapt his college rules
to those of the University as they then stood, but he could not
prevent the latter from being changed, and his adaptation from
thus losing its object, and becoming futile, Nor again, where
there was any occasion to point out modes of proceeding con.
nected with the laws of the land, could he so contro] these general
laws, and the practice of the courts, as to give a continuance to
his selected methods, after they had become otherwise obsolete or
repealed. The same principle may be extended, though with
great caution, to other matters belonging in the same way to in-

dependent and changeable systems : as, for instance, to the ma-
nagement of land, to the custody of money, and the like, Forin
these respects Waynflete was not, so to speak, building upon his
own soil, where he might lay the foundation as deeply and as
broadly as he pleased. He was rather mooring a vessel upon
waters which, as loung as they remained still, mighe suffer it to oc-
cupy the position which he had assigned it, but which upon the

* We say the Reformation, because the interferences of the crown, which we above
mentioned, were all founded upon its ecclesiastical, authority, and were conducted un-
der the plea of changes in Church discipline, They are not therefore of any great

value, as precedents, in the present state of the law, though in respect of changes adopted
at the time, they have authority,
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ties named by Waynflete would furnish hundreds of parents who
would gladly seek for their children the founder’s bounty even
with double his yoke attached to it. And when we consider the
gradations in the means of learning afforded by the system of pa-
rochial and grammar schools throughout the country, it is at once
plain that we are ready furnished with machinery for making a
c?tter’s son as fit for the benefits of this college as the offspring
of a peer,

Whether, in respect of her clergy in general, the Church might
not draw purer water from these depths,—whether she might not
find in these mines a plastic earth which by her own institutions
she might model for her own purposes,—whether the notions of
refinement and aristocracy may not have done much to impede
discipline, to spread luxury, and to hide the spiritual character of
the priesthood,—are questions too vast and important to be rashly
discussed ; but they are also becoming daily too urgent to be put
aside. We will only say, that we believe it will be found that the
greatest ornaments of our Church, and of all others in the world,
have for the most part owed little to the accidents of birth, and
that if it is thought that gentlemanlike habits are well-nigh indis~
pensable for the clergy (as who will deny their advantage), it
must be remembered also that the Catholic Church embodies all
that is most ennobling in the universe, and that it can only be
where her institutions are crippled and imperfect that she can take.
at second-hand from the world qualities which, in their true sense,
none can bestow more amply than herself, Gentlemen, therefore,
the Church must have ; but they must be priest-gentlemen, not
samples of the squirearchy. And if the ordinary course of society
will not furnish them, as indeed it never has to any great extent,
she must—as Waynflete designed she should, and as she for long
used to do—make them for herself,

But lest our orthodoxy should be doubted, we must say some-
what more of the Reformation. And lest (having got safe past
Exeter Hall) we should be gibbeted in Westminster for not
knowing the Benthamite principle of ¢ the greatest happiness,
&e.” we will next add a word or two about expediency,

And first, we think it not unlikely that we may be told that al-
though the clergy of Waynflete's day held colleges to be eccle-
slastical foundations, yet the Reformation has decided that they
are lay bodies, and so all our theories fall to the groond. And if
our opponents be learned, they will tell us that Dr, Coveney’s case
settled this, as to the very college we are discussing. But to this
we shall.answer, that Coveney’s case did no such thing, and though
we admit that common lawyers, a hundred years after the Refor-
mation, chose to settle that colleges, as a class, are lay corpora-

tions ; yet we shall in the first place say, that their decision was
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specially retained the dresses appointed by the college statutes ;
that they by no means had the notions lately expressed by the
members of Trinity College, Dablin, about the celibacy of fel-
lows; that they contemplated the maintenance of a collegiate
life, even when pestilence might require absence from the uni-
versity ; that they did not think common prayer a matter of in-
difference, or five o’clock in the morning too early for chapel;
that they held the solemn commemoration of founders and bene-
factors to be a wholesome thing; that subordination was in their
opinion indispensable ; and that they accounted hardly any matter
too small to be the subject of a definite rule, The same spirit,
as far as we know, is to be traced in the foundations of the seven-
teenth century; and as for the familiar use of Latin, and frequent
exercises in the way of disputation, it is well known that all the
academical systems, both here and abroad, have till within com-
paratively late years, been conducted by the assistance of these
instruments,

So much then as to Church principles ; and now a word or
two (before we release our readers) as to expediency. Is it not
expedient that the Church, which now-a-da

) ) ¢ ys has but a doubtfy]
ally in the State, should silence gamsayers and prevent an inter-
ference with her 1nstitutions, the extent and form of which she can

hardly foresee ? Is it not farther expedient that to encourage
future munificence, and to prevent occasions for disturbing the
great objects to which that of former days was directed, some
sacrifices of personal convenience should be made by Churchmen?
And if s0, can either of thege expediencies be better attajned
than by a strict adherence to the wills of founders, even though
they should in these times appear somewhat strange ?
But is it not expedient, after all, that men should be made a
little frugal, a little self-denying, a little obedient ? Should we
not be able to have a cheaper Church—that is, smaller stipends,
less expensive superintendence—if these habits were early incul-
cated into the clergy? And if $0, where have we such a ma-
chinery as in these statutes? And again, we suppose that it is
admitted to be expedient that clergymen should understand di-
vinity (it being their business), and how is it possible to ensure
even in boys, to say nothing of men, a constant attention to study,
unless by some system which, like that of disputations, will bring
their knowledge often to the test ? And again, are not disputa-
tions probably the most expedient way of making men accurate
masters of their knowledge, and able to produce it in the best
form ! Indeed, are not modern debating societies and clerical
divinity meetings, rather an argument that we need some such
method ? And again, as to the use of Latin, is it not highly ex-
pedient that an English clergyman should be able to hold con-
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?‘nél ﬂitl_xdemtls ip”medicine), we doubt not but that we have here an
o cina cler1” such as no Church in the world can surpass.¥®
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“ ad nauseam,” that neither we nor Mr, Ward can judge the
Society of Magdalen College upon our present information. We
are anxious to add, that even if their duties should run parallel
with our ‘remarks, we should not press them hastily to act upon
them. Many of our observations relate to matters of personal
habit, which in advancing life are not easily changed, and all, for
aught we know, may be affected by tha:t spurious authqrity which
the practice of several careless generations may have given them.
In such a case to require of the existing members of 2 body that
they should by one effort redress all the faults of their predeces-
sors, would be both unwise and unjust. Unwise, because such
violent and rapid changes, even from evil to good, are dangerous;
unjust, because thep stouivs ate ofrethings was that which men
contemplated when they entered the Society, and which arose
out of no misconduct of their own. To adjust the different du-
ties of different members of an institution thus circumstanced,
belongs to a somewhat obsolete casuistry, but its main outlines
will probably be attained by all, who, making duty their constant

and chief end, shall endeavour that moderation and charity shall
be their guides.

That great changes for the better have of late years taken
place in the tone of the colleges, every one who knows any thing
of the matter must admit, and if due care be taken In the elec-
tion of fresh members, indigence being considered as well as
talent, a docile Christian temper as well as scholastic attainments,
we may yet see them filled with both ¢ young towarde scholars
and old fatherlye doctors,” and each (as far as 1ts constitution re-
quires) representing that state for which the framers of one
body of statutes wish when they say, « Collegium idcirco Persi-
cum illud malam optamus imitare, quod omni anni tempore ger-
minat, fructificat, et simul, cum alios maturos fructus edit, tum
eodem tempore alios germinantes et novos succrescentes gerit:
sic quosdam ministerio ecclesize obeundo idoneos et jam maturos,
alios vero maturescentes et germinantes habeat.” )

There would then proceed forth from them a succession of
hardy soldiers of the cross, knowing the truth and able to defend
it; content with few comforts, and accustomed to union and obe-
dience. While in each generation there would be some_who,
enamoured with deep thought, and conversant with the wisdom
of all ages, would thank their fgunder§ for having provided them,

amongst his other benefits, with quiet graves; and would go
calmly on in study and in prayer, until they should pass to
heaven so gently and so gradually that death would seem to _be
no palpable change, but ouly as one of those many shades which
mark the transition of night into day, oras a line of that indis-
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tinct horizon in which.the eye cannot discern where the earth
ends, or where the sky begins,

From these men, thus abstracted from the commerce of life,
the Church would, from time to time, receive new treasures of
learning, and new lessons how to live above the world, And
even if any of them should be called away, and leave no visible
fruits, think not, ye seekers after a sign, ye trusters only in sight,
think not that they will therefore have been of the idiers of the
earth; for what know ye of their influence upon those around
them—how much of holy zeal, how much of charitable pa-
tience, how much of well-directed study may have arisen from.
the precept and example of these nameless men? And still more,
how dare ye to scan the mystery of their faith in God? What
know ye of sins repented, of a passionate will subdued, of victories
won for the Church by prayer, of evils averted from a forgetful
or rebellious nation? "What did Simeon but © wait?” What did
Anna but “ fast and pray?” And therefore when ye charge them
that they have “ laboured in vain, and spent their strength for
nought and in vain,” they shall, by such Instances, oppose you,

and shall reply, with confidence, surely my judgment is with
the Lord, and my work with my God.,”
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