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Fig. 23. Fabric Al, Middle/Late Sasanian Fig. 24. Fabric A2, Middle/Late Sasanian
(J.-J. Herr). (J.-J. Herr).

Fig. 25. Fabric B, Middle/Late Sasanian Fig. 26. Fabric D, Middle/Late Sasanian
(J.-J. Herr). (J.-J. Herr).

Fig. 27. Fabric J, Middle/Late Sasanian
(J.-J. Herr).
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Fabric D — This is composed of 10% schist, medium sized, and 5% small, white, sub-an-
gular, sorted inclusions. Most sherds are heavily weathered (Fig. 26).

Fabric J — This consists of 10%, very small, angular grey inclusions; 1% dark, sub-angu-
lar inclusions; and 1% angular white quartz. The surface is porous (Fig. 27).

Iron Age
Fabric C — finely levigated clay with little organic temper (Fig. 28).

Late Chalcolithic

Fabric E. Chaff-faced — fine to medium sized chaff (0.1-0.4 cm long), and rarely long
chaff inclusions (0.7 cm long); 5% well-sorted, fine, white, sub-angular minerals; very porous
texture (Fig. 29).

Fabric F. Chaff-faced and schist-tempered — abundant fine chaff (0.1-0.4 cm long; 5-10%
sub-angular, grey and reddish minerals (schist), poorly sorted; 2% angular white minerals
(quartz), moderately sorted; 2% tiny, shiny yellow inclusions; very porous texture (Fig. 30).

Fabric G — Similar to F, many large chaff inclusions; 3% white, angular, well-sorted
minerals (quartz); 5% reddish, sub-rounded minerals (schist?); 1% tiny shiny inclusions
(mica?) (Fig. 31).

Fabric H. Sparry calcite temper —35% fine, sub-angular, white minerals (sparry calcite?),
well-sorted; 20% sub-angular, moderately sorted grey minerals (schist); 2% fine organic
material; may have been used to manufacture cooking pots (Fig. 32).

Fabric I — 15% moderately sorted, grey, sub-angular minerals; 10% fine white, sub-roun-
ded minerals, well-sorted (Fig. 33).

Fabric K abundant fine, organic material (0.1-0.4 cm long); 1% small, well-sorted,
dark, angular minerals; restricted to painted, Ubaid-related pottery (Fig. 34).

Late Chalcolithic pottery

Large quantities of Late Chalolithic pottery were found in the deep sounding in trench
278685. Typical shapes (Figs. 35-36) of the Late Chalcolithic 1-2 period were found from
Locus:278685:013 down to the Locus:278685:020. Numerous parallels may be cited at both
Logardan and Tepe Gawra (level XII). These consist of both large and small, deep bowls
(Tobler 1950, pl. 132.226) with everted rims (Tobler 1950, pl. 135.267); shallow bowls with
thinned, rounded rims (Tobler 1950, pl. 127.174, 177); rectangular trays; flaring-rim jars
(Tobler 1950, pls. 138.303 and 142.349-353; Baldi 2016a, pl. 2.5); cylindrical beakers with
everted rims and flat base; and larger, neckless jars with everted rim (Baldi 20161, pl. 2.3-4
and 2016b, 118).

Many manufacturing techniques are attested, including moulding and hammering for
making large, open vessels; coiling for the deep bowls; and wheel coiling for some bowls
and small jars with flaring rims. The surface treatment recognized so far consists of textile
burnishing. This has been observed on fragments of deep bowls, small bowls (278685:019:036)
and the interiors of cooking pots.
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Fig. 28. Fabric C, Iron Age (J.-J. Herr).
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Fig. 29. Fabric E, Late Chalcolithic 1-2 Fig. 30. Fabric F, Late Chalcolithic 1-2
(J.-J. Herr). (J.-J. Herr).

Fig. 31. Fabric G, Late Chalcolithic 1-2 Fig. 32. Fabric H, Late Chalcolithic 1-2
(J.-J. Herr). (J.-J. Herr).

Fig. 33. Fabric I, Late Chalcolithic 1-2 Fig. 34. Fabric K, Late Chalcolithic 1-2
(J.-J. Herr). (J.-J. Herr).
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Fig. 35. Selection of Late Chalcolithic 1-2
pottery from Gird-i Rostam (H. Salih).
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Fig. 36. Profiles of Late Chalcolithic 1-2 pottery from Gird-i Rostam (H. B. Potts and J.-J. Herr).
Rim diameters are indicated just above the lefthand profile. Fabrics represented include E (k),
F (a-f, h-i), G (g) and H (j, D).
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Ubaid-related pottery

Only a few sherds were found which might be Ubaid-related. One sherd, a flat base (Fabric
K) made of a yellow fabric with one dark, horizontal band painted on the interior, was found
in mudbrick wall LGR2 in trench 278688. An almost complete but fragmentary painted bowl
was recovered in Locus:278685:019 (Figs. 37-38). The painted pattern consists of two rows
of alternating upward- and downward-oriented triangles running between two horizontal
bands and is similar to an Ubaid-related surface find from Bouleran in Luristan (Fig. 39; Goff
1971, fig. 2.47). A similar triangular pattern set on verticals rows is also attested at Tepe
Gawra in levels XVI-XV (Tobler 1950, pl. CXLIX.449). The Gird-i Rostam specimen has
three to four dots filling the cells between each triangle and comes from the same locus as the
charcoal sample dated by AMS to late fifth millennium BC (Table 2).

Sasanian pottery (Fig. 40)

Sasanian pottery was recovered from the topsoil down to Locus:278685:011 in the south-
ernmost trench. In trench 278686, only Sasanian material was found. In the northern sounding
(trench 278688) Fabrics A1 and A2 (Sasanian) were found beneath the mudbrick wall LGR2
in the fill Loci:278688:009-011. The Sasanian pottery from Gird-i Rostam was made with
mineral temper and is generally coarse. The color is reddish (Munsell chart 5YR6/4), except
in the case of glazed sherds, only a few examples of which were found. These have a distinc-
tive fabric (Fabric J) and color. The glaze is turquoise blue and shows many bubbles. The
glazed pottery may have been imported from southern Mesopotamia.

Typically, Sasanian features include double-rim jars, and rectangular, thickened rims mar-
ked with a hollow band made with the finger or a tool. Large vats with simple, triangular
rims are also attested. Some hemispherical bowls have incurving or straight rims. A small jar
with a globular body and a concave, cylindrical neck and triangular rim, made with the
wheel-coiling technique, was found in Locus:278685:010. The elaborated beaded rims of
the jars are all made with coils. Different manufacturing techniques, such as the beating
technique for the manufacture of large jars on a concave mould, are attested. The rims are
made with coils joined to the body, which was thrown on a wheel. The decoration of the jars
consists of wavy lines made with a comb; wooden cylinder-stamped impressions; and finger
impressions. Good parallels have been found at Tell Sitak (Saber, Hamza and Altaweel
2010, figs. 18-19), Bestansur (Cooper, Rijib and Ahmed 2012, fig. 3), Qaleh-e Yazdigird
(Keall and Keall 1981) and Khirbet Deir Situn (Curtis 1997). The most diagnostic decorati-
ons, assigned to the fourth to seventh centuries AD, are the wooden die-stamped impressions
marking the body of some jars.

Sasanian stamped pottery (D. T. Potts) (Fig. 41)

Two sherds show impressed crosses in a circular field, as if made using a wooden die.
Parallels for these can be found at a number of sites in northern Iraq and Syria. At Khirbet
Deir Situn, a site excavated as part of the Eski Mosul Dam project (1977-1987) with
‘a significant assemblage that formed the basis for a comparative analysis of Late Sasanian
die-stamped ceramics’ (Simpson 1996, 99-100; cf. Puschnigg 2006, 6-7), four out of nine
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Fig. 37. Photograph of nearly complete black-on-buff bowl from Locus:278685:019:020, Fabric K,
rim diameter 16 cms. (H. Salih).

GiR 278685:019:020

- o NN o -

Fig. 38. Drawing of nearly complete Fig. 39. Black-on-buff sherd from the surface
black-on-buff bowl from of Bouleran, Luristan
Locus:278685:019:020 (after Goff 1971, fig. 2.47).

(H. B. Potts and J.-J. Herr).
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Fig. 40. Profiles of Sasanian pottery from Gird-i Rostam (H. B. Potts and J.-J. Herr).
Rim diameters are indicated just above the lefthand profile. Fabrics represented include
Al (d, g-k) and A2 (a-c, e-f). The example of glazed ware is Fabric J1.
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Fig. 41. Die-stamped Sasanian pottery from Gird-i Rostam (photos: H. Salih)
and comparanda. a. 278685:006:001:146, Fabric Al; b. 278686:003:001:001, Fabric A2;
c. 278685:010:001:001, Fabric Al.
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die-stamped sherds had large crosses generally similar to those found at Gird-i Rostam.
Further parallels can be cited at Agar Babira (Stirenhagen 1987, figs. 2-3); Qaradere (Roaf
1983, fig. 9.1-5); and Nineveh (Layard 1853, 591; Campbell Thompson and Mallowan
1933, pl. LXXVII). As Curtis noted, ‘The purpose of this Late Sasanian stamped pottery is
quite unclear: the stamps might have been put on jars containing a particular commodity,
or they might be indications of the place of manufacture. It is even possible that their
distribution could be restricted to Christian communities, but this is all speculative’ (Curtis
1997, 373). The list of sites in northern Iraq and Syria with die-stamped Sasanian pottery
now includes, at a minimum, Arpachiyah, Tell Barri, Tell Batas, Tell Brak, Buldakh,
Kushaf, Tell Mohammad Diyab, Nimrud, Nineveh, Nuzi, Tell Qarassa, Tekrit, Wiron
Shehir and Zawi Chemi Shanidar, Khirbet Deir Situn, Aqar Babira, Qaradere, Tell Sitak
and Gird-i Rostam (Simpson 1996, 102; Simpson 2013, fig. 3.13; Saber, Hamza and
Altaweel 2010, fig. 19.3, 5).

Concluding remarks on the ceramics (J.-J. Herr)

The pottery from the first season at Gird-i Rostam shows strong links with surrounding
regions. Even if most of it was made locally, as suggested by the abundance of schist in the
fabric, the types are similar to those found both to the west (Nineveh and Chamchamal plain)
and the east/southeast (Luristan) during the Late Chalcolithic and Sasanian periods, sugge-
sting that Gird-i Rostam was located on an important route linking the Iranian plateau and the
northern Mesopotamian plain. Indeed, potters employed similar techniques in these areas.
One season of excavations has already yielded a good sample of both Sasanian and Late Chal-
colithic 1-2 fabrics and decorations.

Conclusion (D. T. Potts)

The first season of excavations at Gird-i Rostam has unquestionably demonstrated the
great potential of the site. An enormous quantity of diagnostic pottery was recovered from
two relatively small soundings, suggesting that the site was occupied in the Sasanian and
Late Chalcolithic periods, while a C14 date in the late third millennium BC implies Bronze
Age occupation and an inscribed sherd bearing a short cuneiform text that is almost certainly
Neo-Assyrian suggests a link to the Assyrian empire. The Penjwin region has yet to be
intensively explored by archaeologists, but the Gird-1 Rostam excavations give every indica-
tion that this agriculturally rich area of eastern Kurdistan (Fig. 42), like the better known
areas to the north and west where multiple excavations are currently ongoing, deserves the
attention of all archaeologists interested in the development of the Zagros region through
time. Gird-i Rostam affords us an outstanding opportunity to explore both local, indigenous
development and the external relations of an area at the crossroads of the Mesopotamian and
Zagrosian worlds.
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Fig. 42. 3D view of the Shalar valley showing the location of Gird-i Rostam. The village of Garmik appears in the
foreground. The DEM usedfor the 3D reconstruction is taken from the USGS and the satellite image is from Bing
(J. Rohde).

As we look forward eagerly to a second season of excavations in 2019, four clear goals
have emerged.

1. reaching virgin soil and determining whether the site was occupied during the Neolithic
and Early and Middle Chalcolithic — Due to time constraints it was not possible to reach
virgin soil in 2018. What, if anything, lies beneath the Late Chalcolithic deposits exposed to
date? When was the settlement at Gird-i Rostam first founded? How continuous was occupa-
tion at the site during the Early and Mid-Holocene? Was occupation influenced by changing
climatic conditions, such as the Mid-Holocene Climactic Optimum (Stevens, Wright and Ito
2001; Wasylikowa et al. 2006)? Is there any evidence that the aridity of the Younger Dryas
adversely affected occupation around Gird-i Rostam, as has been proposed for nearby parts of
the Iranian Zagros (Darabi 2012)?

2. the refinement of the chronology of the Late Chalcolithic in northern Mesopotamia —
The 2018 excavations at Gird-i Rostam revealed evidence of substantial occupation during
the early Late Chalcolithic (LC 1-2) and have provided one AMS date in the late 5th millen-
nium BC. However, recent work on the Late Chalcolithic chronology of northern Mesopota-
mia, based on both older excavations (e.g. Tepe Gawra, Yarim Tepe, Telul eth-Thalathat, Tell
Brak) and newer ones (e.g. Helawa, Tell Nader, Surezha) (Peyronel and Vacca 2015; cf.
Kopanias et al. 2015; Kopanias and MacGinnis 2016; Stein and Alizadeh 2014) highlights
the imprecise nature of the existing chronology, with dates for LC1-2 deposits floating bet-
ween about 4800 BC and 3800 BC. Continued excavation in and radiocarbon dating of the
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LC deposits at Gird-i Rostam promise to make a fundamental contribution to the refinement
of the Late Chalcolithic chronology of northern Mesopotamia in general and eastern Kurdis-
tan in particular.

3. the Assyrian impact on eastern Kurdistan — Despite a wealth of epigraphic evidence
(principally the annals of the Neo-Assyrian kings and a few random finds like the texts from
Qalat-i Dinka [Radner 2015] and Tell Sitak [Radner 2017]) attesting to the Assyrian conquest
of this region — particularly the land of Mazamua — the archaeological signature of that
impact is poorly known. The short inscription found in 2018 at Gird-i Rostam points to a
possible Assyrian presence at the site, presumably in the eighth/seventh centuries BC, but
broader excavations are required in order to determine whether this is the case and, if so, what
the nature of the Assyrian presence in the area may have been.

4. Gird-i Rostam and the Nestorian ecclesiastical province of Beth Garmai — As noted
above, the latest strata at Gird-i Rostam yielded several die-stamped sherds showing Christian
crosses with close parallels in northern Iraq (e.g. Nineveh, Tell Sitak, Khirbet Deir Situn).
Given that northern Mesopotamia was home to a large Nestorian Christian population prior to
the coming of Islam, particularly well-attested in the 4th century by the acts of martyrs perse-
cuted by Shapur II (Shapur’s persecution began on 5 September, 340 or 341; see Peeters
1925, 266, n. 1), this is not surprising. However, the sources on the archbishopric of Beth
Garmai,’ with its center at modern Kirkuk (Beth Slokh; Fiey 1965, 1968), are silent on the
area of Bistan/Gird-i Rostam and more broadly Penjwin. Administratively subordinate to the
province of Adiabene (Peeters 1925, 261), as it had been previously subject to the kingdom
of Adiabene (Marquart 1907, 230), Beth Garmai’s ‘limits are roughly marked on the N. by
the Awroman-Azmir-Kandilan mountains, by the Lower Zab on the W., by the Hemrin moun-
tains on the S., and the Diyald and Shirwan rivers on the E.” (Budge 1893, 44-45, n. 2; cf.
Hoffmann 1880, 253; Jullien 2004, 147-148). The nearest known localities mentioned seem
to be the region of Siarzir/Ziapcovpa/to ZidpEovpwv, i.e. Shahrizor (Hoffmann 1880, 264-
265; Noldeke 1893, 17, n. 4; Altaweel et al. 2017, 15-16; Fiey 2009, 60, where the monk
Saba Gusnazdad ‘converted a number of Kurds and built many churches’ in the fifth century),
to the west, and the area around Paikuli (Henning 1952, 520), to the south. Thus, continued
exposure of the latest occupation at the site will shed important light on the very poorly doc-
umented archaeology of the late pre-Islamic population, both Christian and pagan, of northern
Mesopotamia.

3 Cf. CL Ptol., Geog. 6.1.6, Garamaioi; Streck 1910, 751 noted the Middle Persian form Garmakan/Garmékan,
and note the toponym Garmik or Garmk encountered several times in eastern Kurdistan, e.g. very close to Gird-i
Rostam on the road from Penjwin and near Qaladize where a Garmikan is attested.
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