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Meister‘s Narratological Model
-

Formalized description of action constructs
Event-ontological

Recipient-constructive

Inductive

Constructive due to the creation of episodes and
action as mental constructs

Influenced by Thomas Pavel's ,Move Grammar” and
Algirdas Julien Greimas' ,Semiotic Square”
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e Only narrated ontological entity of action
which could be perceived by readers in the
narrative

e Event objects: Objects or discourse
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e Changing of an object’'s state of affairs within
a narrated period (time)

e Formalized description: event (object,

PCdisp, Pdisp, PCexp, Pexp, StartDisp,
EndEXxp)



Episodes
]

e Smallest mental construct of action

e Constructed by combining two events

e Combination rules depending on the relation
of the event predications to one another

e Predicate relationship is theoratically
grounded on Pavel and Greimas



Episodes

Problem: early work

— Revision of the semantic
square to the episodic
square:

Verlust < Oppostion - Gewinn
A A
§ 3
§ Kontradiktion %
£ 3
v \4
MGngel < Opposifion > FU”e

A=die Singerin Antonelli
G=der junge Kaufmann, der "Genueser"

Mmgelc:nnnnouunna:rn

2. Transformation &
€ Move2/3

1. Transformation
Move 1/2
&

MOVEy4
(= SEME -1: ABBAU von FULLE)
Problem & ASolution
A sieht sich in A opfert die
ihrer Freiheit Freundschaft zu G
eingeengt dem Bediirfnis
h nach Freiheit: sie
MOVE3 "vergeudet" sie
(= SEME 2: FULLE)
Problem & A Solution
G will mehr als G macht A einen
eine "freundschaftliche" Heiratsantrag: er will
Beziehung "Fiille" realisieren
A
MOVE3
(= SEME -2: ABBAU von MANGEL)
Problem & ASolution
A ermangelteines A erwihlt G zum Freund= "sparsame"
Freundes Beziehung
A
MOVE]
(= SEME 1: MANGEL)
Problem A A Solution:
( A will frei A vermeidet feste
bleiben ) Bindung

== Fiille
v

3. Transformation:
Move 3/ 4
&

Sparsamkeit @ == o o o0 co oa o o o2 Vergeudung




The Episodic Square

e
Pexp 2 =i, Pexp 1

Implikation
uooXIdwy

PdlSIZ)_l < OpposHon > PdISp_Z
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e Collecting data: events are the only
ontological entities which could be perceived
empirically by recipients — subjects

e EventParser: Software tool to identify,

iInterpret and store events in standardized
knowlegde base by subjects

e EpiTest: Program to test the possibilities to
construct episodes and complex action from
the knowlegde base
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EventParser 4.37

EVENT- Parsing Wind...

TextBaseFiles Phrase Definition EVEMT- Definition Knowledoe Base

CADOKUME ~1\MATTHIASAEIGENE~1\PRO HEINSCH.TXT

LI R T N VAL 0 Rt A N RAN RN B E] [iefine EVERT- Status k| EXPOSITION predicate classes  » . relational ("beforefafter
[:IEISS 1 IGUILOLG L

. physical {"dead]alive™)

. emational (“repulsivefattrackive™)

Hedo

. Abzihlhaufen g4, Hedo

. cognitive (Munknownyknown™)

. material {"poor/rich")

. sacial ("dominated/dominant™)
. rmoral ("badjgood™)

. aesthetic "uglyibeautiful™)

. philosophical ("falseftrue™)

L u R s U B R R L

Um die Arbeit abrechenbar zu gestalten. wurde festgelegt. dass fir jedes
halbe Dutzend der zusatzlichen Nadeln fur jeweils ein halbes Dutzend der
als Baumaterial herbeigeschleppten Fichtennadeln eine zusatzliche Nadel
auf einem weiteren Sammelpunkt abgelegt werden musse.

- Show EVYENT- Base file

PHRASE MARKING PHRASE MARBRKERS STRING SEARCH CURBENT STRING
Enter or select from . i 675

- I I - I - Phraze Definition Flease definel Search Lot
mEenu to 947




EventParser

EventParser 4.37

TextBaseFiles

Phrase Definitian
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EVENT- Parsing Window =

EVEMT- Definition Knowledge Base

CADOKUME - 1AMATTHIASAEIGENE~1APROMOT “IATEXTEAHEINSC~1AHEINSCH.TXT

rFOCUS on OBJECT —

Class

"EXPOSITION - status of OBJECT

-DISPOSITION status of OBJECT
Predicate Class Predicate

. Abzahlproblem Redo relational Redo gelost relational Hedu| erneuert

Cancel E¥YENT- Dehmtion

Im nachsten Jahr gab es zwei Ameisenhaufen: einen Wohnhaufen und
einen Abzahlhaufen. Der Abzahlhaufen war inzwischen aber zu groB und
undbersichtlich fur seinen Zweck

qeworden.

gelost
ungelost

NEXT STEP

PHRASE MARKING

{|‘

|}| |:>:>‘

Show EYEHNT- Base file

PHRASE MARKERS STRING SEARCH CURREHNT STRING
Enter or select from .
Phraze Definition Please definel from 497
Search
menu to b73
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EventParser 4.37 Predicate Definition Window  [={m| J

You have entered a new PREDICATE term - please define it by entering its opposite in the
*New OPFPOSITE term® box. EwventParser will save these terms in the semantic dictionary
associated with the current TextBaseFile.

\

Hew dizpozsition OPPOSITE Hew dizposzition term

veraltet] <; opposition @
¢ L 4 <

implication

implication contradiction

i QO <
<; opposition @

EXPOSITION EXPOSITION opposite

Event STATUS: Dizposition E xpozition

Event CLASS: relational relational izl i (el sree
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EventParser 4.37 EVENT- Base Window [ [=] EI

EventBase - Files Lists

EXPOSITION: class and predicate OBJECT DISPOSITION: class and predicate
relational gelast - Abzahlproblem - relational erneuert
from 399 to character 495 from 497 to character 673

F

So verfuliwren die Ameisen auch ind konnten nun die Im néichsten Jalr gab es zwei Ameisenhaufen: einen |2
Resultate ihrer Arbeit abzihlen und abrechnen. —Wolmhaufen und einen Abzihlhaufen. Der -
Abzihlhaufen war inzwischen aber zu grofl und
unitbersichthch fir seinen Zweck geworden.

Currently selected EV¥ENT =
Total number of EVENTS = Return to EventParser

[




EventParser
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< X

CADOKUME “1AMATTHIASAEIGEME~1A\PROMOT ~1ATEXTEAVAL

opposite{’ungeschiitzt’. "geschiitzt’). -
dirantonym( ungeschutzt’, " beachtet™).
dirantonym( geschiitzt’."unbeachtet™).
dirsynonym{ geschutzt’."beachtet’).
dirsynonym{ ungeschutzt’. ‘'unbeachtet’).
opposite{"beachtet’,'unbeachtet’).
indantonym({ geschutzt’,"betastet’).
indantonym({ geschutzt"."unberihrt’).
indsynonym{ geschitzt’. betastet’).
indsynonym({ geschutzt’. "'unberuhrt’).
opposite{ betastet’. ‘'unberuhrt’}.
opposite{"verbrannt’,”gerettet’).
indantonym({ verbrannt’. todesangst’).
indantonym({ gerettet’.”Sicherheit’).
indsynonym( gerettet’."todesangst’).
indsynonym{ verbrannt’.”Sicherheit™).
opposite{ todesangst’, Sicherheit’).
indantonym( verbrannt’, todesangstlich™).
indantonym({ gerettet’. sicher’).
indsynonym{ gerettet’. todesangstlich™).
indsynonym{ verbrannt’. sicher’).
opposite{ todesangstlich’. sicher’).
opposite{"ubrig’."verbraucht’}.
indantonym({ ubrig’. verarbeitet’).
indantonym({ verbraucht’. geschont’).
indsynonym{ verbraucht’."verarbeitet’).
indsynonym{ ubrig™. geschont’).
opposite{ verarbeitet’."geschont’}.

opposite{’angeboten’, zuruckgehalten’). -

BEE

EventFarser saves any new EXPOSITION andfor
DISPOSITION predicates and opposites as
defined by the user. The program then
automatically generates the respective antonyms
and synonyms for these terms and captures them in
its data base (the * sbifile). This file cannot be
edited within EventFarser.

Semantic terms are grouped into the following categories:
- opposites [“good/bad"]
- synonyms [“goodfnice™]

- antonyms [“goodfugly™]

A Further digtinction iz made between “direct” and
“indwrect” antonyms and synonyms: “direct” terms are
thoze generated from predicates defined in identical.
"indirect" thoze generated from predicates defined
under separate CLASSES.

CLASS membership of EXPOSITION and DISPOSITION
predicates alzo differentiates between homocategorial
[projective] and heterocategonal [protensional]
EVEMT-constructs.

Return to EventParser
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EpiTest K S

Combinatory analyziz of EVMEMT -baze-files for EFISODE and ACTIOM constructs. Programming and development: jan-c-meizter@uni-hamburg, de

COMSLLT CADokumente und COMSTRUCT EEHDDkumente und
- Einstellungen't atthias\Eigens _ EinstelurmeriMathiasibigense  ————

EVENTS ql.aEtE|enRPrDthlnnhT extehGernhardt_Kind CPISODES bl it % Event Integration

156 28 18,7290

Direct Indirect Oppaoszites kir bl 2= B ¥ E pizode |ntegration
STYMOMYMS 12 18 98 ACTIONS 5 q £ 2a 714
META-5NONYMS 162 100 6 SaVE Action Product
h3B117

[ Generate izochrone EPISODES

ElIS02 EIS03

12 2

[v Generate anizochrone EFISODES

E&MISOT EAMISOZ2

1 12

¥ Generate ACTION COMSTRUCTS Total

Reszultz zaved ta file:

Frocessing time in sec.: 0.23 BT C:\Dokurente und Einstellungentt atthiaz\Eigene
D ateienPromation® T exte\Gemhardt_KinderhkIMDEF
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EpiTest - Results
-

EFISODES

ACTIONS

SAVE

Min

Min

b ax
182

i EH
]

Wik

132

g
BE6.5

% Ewent Integration

75.4285

% Epizode |nteqgration
439333

Action Product
Ja14.

Total EISO1 EISO2
B4 2 B2

Total E.-'-‘-.NIS%I'I

Ea 2

EISO3
0

EANISOZ
BB
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e Application to comedy
— Heuiristics
— Corpus analysis
— Results
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Heuristic
]

Move 4

T = der Philosoph Thales ~Semem -1: belehrt

M = die Thrakische Magd 4 '
Problem: Losung:
M. belehrt T I verfagt Gber neue
P 4 Erkenntnis
Move 3
~Semem 2: einfdltig
e A
Problem: Losung:
T wird von M. Magd durch das Missgeschick
ausgelacht von T. Amusiert
e
Move 2
~Semem -2: erfahren
- '

Problem: Lésung: Belehrt < Gegensatz » Erfahren

T hat keinen Blick T. starzt in den Brunnen

fdr das Naheliegende und wird von

T M. beobachtet
Move 1
~Semem 1: klug
P 4 A Implikation
Problem: Losung:
T will die Welt I. beobachtet das

ergrinden Universum Klug < CogoToT > Enfaltlg



Epsiodic Square and Comedy
-

belehrt -« Qoposition - erfahren

A

Implikation
uoyoxIdw|

|<|Ug < Opposifion > elﬂfOHIg
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The Episodic Square of Comedy

Pex_2 Pex 1
Belehrt - Gegensalz > Erfahren
A
s
A
5
IS
9
\ 4

N ug b Gegensarz > B ﬁfa|tlg

Pdis 1 Pais 2




Validation — Corpus Analysis
-

e Small corpus: 8 narrations

e Sorry: till now no knowlegde about the theory
of building up a corpus

e Narrations linked together by my assumption
that they have a comic impact

e [ime-robbing job to collect the data

e Subject: Me — independent due to my theory
and assumed results????



Results — Work in Progress
-

e Manipulation of the text parsing tool due to
the reformulated definition of events as
comedy events
— Appearance of a change in the knowledge
base: ~synonym « ~antonym pairs of
predicates

e Failure while building the EpiTest software
from the manipulated / adapted code
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Results — Work In Progress

EwEIlL | agEldmeElL [, IaeeEr 14dl1 , dllgepudaeelnl

;s 1=20 , l1oou o mJdLEl o "dusSyslielere 100l o Ldao ).
event [ Jemmel”, "physical’, "gequalt -, 1742, "21307, "physical”, "zerdrickt T, 213537, T2e507) .
[T Sermme “physical" "zerdrickt T, T1742° 21307, "emotionalt, "ekelhaft” b

[ "Semtmel T, Tsocialt, Tignoriertt, 2 T, 28707, "=acialt, Tausgeliefert” 1.
event [ "Zemmel”, "physical’, "unrein’, 2925‘;‘3290‘;‘Emntinnal R hem1tle1dend , 32847, 73517 7))
ewvent [ "Buben’, "material’, "hesitzergreifend’, "3646°, 36937, "material’, "=zerstdrend’, 36937,

AL O Y ALULL YL, L LALLM die g s
dirsvnonyi( gequalt "unkberilhret )
opposite [ " zerdriickt”, "unberilthrt * )
indantonyin | zerdrickt’ , "ekelhaft

indantonym( geschont ™, "rein’]
indsyvnonyin [ geschont ™, "ekelhaft
indsynonym(  zerdrickt ™, "rein’ )

opposite | ekelhaft” EEiﬂH]-
Dppﬂ“lfH"lqnﬂllHLT , lntegri

dirantonvim(  ignoriert ™, "ausg
dirantunwml“lntegrlelf ;b

dirsynonyi( integriert ™, "ausg

dirsynonyi( ignoriert’ heg|h1
Dppuaitei"ausgeliefert . beschutzt",
opposite | unrein’, "sauber ).
indantonyim( unrein’ , "bemitleidend’™) .
indantonvinl " zauber” . "ignorierend’ 1.



Results — Knowlegde Base Analysis

e Fact: Comedy events are collected

e Prediction: Comedy episodes and action constructs
are expected by testing the knowledge base with the
rebuilt EpiTest called CepiTest
(ComedyEpisodeTestingTool)

e Assumption: Comedy events and episode constructs
might be linked to that part of a text, which recipients
find the pointe intuitively and feel the comic effect
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Overview

e Summary and Conclusion
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Summary — Conclusion
-

e Model of comedy construction

e Contribution to a grammar of comedy and
humor
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The Model of Comedy Construction
S
e Shift in Meister's theory seems to be valid

e Shift in the relationship of event predicates
from contradiction to implication



Contribution to a Grammar of
Comedy

e Comedy is a mental construct of
iInterpretation evoked by the narrative entity

e This construct is part of the narrated fictional
world,

e But distinguished by incongruency and
contrast on the basis of disbelief of the
logical reality of the ficition.



Contribution to a Grammar of
Comedy

e Formalized description of narrated comedy
e Points to cognitive interpretations of literature

e Extends formal descriptions as GVTH and
SSTH (Raskin & Attardo) based on linguistic
theories

e Extension of humor research from the
semantic of speech to the poetic of language
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Matthias Springer
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