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127) The sign maK — The MA₅-sign (KA × KU/ŠÈ) is attested with the syllabic value maK in a Late 
Babylonian manuscript of the Love Lyrics and in a Late Babylonian bilingual lamentation, as pointed out 
by Jursa (1995, 57 n. 110). A further example of the sign with this syllabic value occurs in a letter from the 
Babylonians to a Middle Elamite king, ll. 12′ and 14′, where it is used to write imaggar (in context: “will 
(it) agree?”). The relevant lines run as follows:1) 

10′. su-gúl-lum u barbaru(UR.BAR.RA) ḫab-ba-a-tú i-ma-ag-ga-[ru (… … … )] 
11′. kun!(AḪ)-šil-lu!(KU) ki-i-nu a-re-bi mut-tap-ri-šu i-ra-m[u (… … … )] 
12′. ⸢i⸣-mag-gàr a-re-bi ṣerru(MUŠ) mut!(ḪU)-tab-bi-ik mar-tum [(… … … )] 
13′. ⸢UR⸣.GI₇ ka-si-is eṣemti(⸢GÌR⸣.PAD.DA) i-ma-ag-ga-ár šikkû(dNIN[.KILIM) (… … )] 
14′. i-mag-gàr mušḫuššu(MUŠ.ḪUŠ) lúḫab-ba-a-tum ta-bi-ik d[a-mi (… … … )] 
10′. Will livestock and thieving wolf ag[ree? (… … … … )] 
11′. Will the firm thorn(-bush?) and winged crow lov[e] one other? [(… … … )] 
12′. Will the crow agree with the snake that constantly spits poison? [(… … … )] 
13′. Will the dog that gnaws bones agree with the mon[goose? (… … … )] 
14′. Will the mušḫuššu agree with the b[lood]-shedding thief? [(… … … )] 

The letter from the Babylonians to a Middle Elamite king is known from one manuscript, BM 35404, 
that probably dates to some point in the last three centuries BCE.2) Since all known attestations of MA₅-
sign with the value maK are found in Late Babylonian manuscripts, the value probably represents an 
invention of scholars of the Late Babylonian period. Another syllabic CVC value that seems to be an 
invention of Late Babylonian scholars is the value pašx for the GÍN-sign, which is attested in several 
colophons on Late Babylonian scholarly tablets.3) As pointed out by Finkel (2007, 30-31), the value is 
probably derived from that the equation GÍN = pāšu (“axe”). 

The choice of the MA₅-sign to represent the value maK is perhaps due to the reversal of the first two 
root consonants of its Akkadian equivalent, qamû, “to grind.”4) On the use of “retrophony” in cuneiform 
see Beaulieu (1995, 6-7). 

Notes 
1. Earlier editions read i-ma₅-gàr (Brinkman 1968, 80-81; Lambert in Reynolds 1994, 574-579) while the earliest 

(mis)read i-nak-kar (Pinches 1897, 51-57; Jeremias 1917, 92-95). 
2. Both the manuscript’s museum consignment, Sp. 2 987, and the fact that its signs LU, KU and ŠAR lack a top 

horizontal wedge are consistent with a date in the Hellenistic or Parthian eras: see Clancier (2009, 418-429) for the 
dates of the astronomical texts in the consignment and Frame & George (2005, 266) on the absence of a horizontal 
wedge as “suggestive of a date of writing somewhere in the twilight of cuneiform.”  

3. Finkel (2007, 30) identifies four colophons in which the value appears in the formula là í-pašx-šit. Frame & 
George (2005, 265-270, see 270 ad l. 23) add a fifth one, Jiménez (2016, 228 n. 3) points out three more, and Reynolds 
(2019, 112 and 117 with n. 49) publishes a ninth example. 

4. For the equation in lexical lists see CAD Q 78b.  

Bibliography 

BEAULIEU, P.-A. 1995, An Excerpt from a Menology with Reverse Writing. ASJ 17, 1-14. 



N.A.B.U. 2020 nᵒ 4 (décembre) 
 

– 266 – 

BRINKMAN, J. 1968, A Political History of Post-Kassite Babylonia. 1158-722 B.C. AnOr. 43. Rome. 
CLANCIER, P. 2009, Les bibliothèques en Babylonie dans la deuxième moitié du Ier millénaire av. J.-C. AOAT 

363. Münster. 
FINKEL, I.L. 2007, On the Rules for the Royal Game of Ur, in I.L. Finkel (ed.) Ancient Board Games in 

Perspective. Papers from the 1990 British Museum Colloquium, with Additional Contributions. 
British Museum Press. London, 16-32. 

FRAME, G. & GEORGE, A.R. 2005, The Royal Libraries of Nineveh: New Evidence for King Ashurbanipal’s 
Tablet Collecting, Iraq 67, 265-284. 

JEREMIAS, A. 1917, Die sogenannten Kedorlaomer-Texte, MVAG 21, 69-97. 
JIMÉNEZ, E. 2016, May the Reader Not Withhold the Tablet! On a Formula in Late Babylonian Colophons, 

Babel und Bibel 9, 227-239. 
JURSA, M. 1995, Die Landwirtschaft in Sippar in neubabylonischer Zeit. AfO Beiheft 25. Wien. 
PINCHES, T.G. 1897, Certain Inscriptions and Records Referring to Babylonia and Elam and Their Rulers, 

and Other Matters, JTVI 29, 43-90. 
REYNOLDS, F. 1994, Esoteric Babylonian Learning. A First Millennium Calendar Text. Doctoral Dissertation 

of the University of Birmingham. 
--- 2019, A Babylon Calendar Treatise. Scholars and Invaders in the Late First Millennium BC. Oxford. 

Mary FRAZER <mary.frazer@lmu.de>, Historisches Seminar der LMU,  
Alte Geschichte, Geschwister-Scholl-Platz 1, 80539 München (GERMANY) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 




